NYCHA AND DISABILITIES NETWORK OF NYC HOST WORKSHOP

THE NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY COLLABORATED WITH THE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION, DISABILITIES NETWORK OF NEW YORK CITY (DNNYC), FOR A WORKSHOP COVERING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY’S APPLICATION PROCESSES, REQUESTS FOR REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES, AT NYCHA’S CENTRAL OFFICE IN MANHATTAN ON MARCH 12TH.  The DNNYC is a coalition of consumers, advocates and professional organizations representing and working on behalf of people with motor and sensory disabilities.

After a brief introduction by NYCHA’s Department of Equal Opportunity (DEO) Director Fredrika Wilson, Board Member Margarita López kicked things off with a reminder of how far this country has come in terms of equality. “Discrimination used to be the name of the game—discrimination against minorities, against women, against people with disabilities,” Ms. López said.  “We have come to a point where we understand that discrimination is not acceptable. Our country is a country that embraces equality.”  

DNNYC Advocate Lawrence Carter-Long also said a few words before the panel presentations began. “At the Disabilities Network of NYC, we know that there is a crisis in housing for people with disabilities in New York City.  NYCHA is part of the solution.  NYCHA has been working with us for several years on the front lines to get this information out there.” 

DEO Assistant Director Damaris Burgos-Trabulsi introduced the speakers from various NYCHA departments, and explained their roles: Assistant Director of Applications and Tenancy Administration John Froehlich, who described the public housing application process; Assistant Director forth Leased Housing Program Diane Figueroa, who explained the Section 8 application process; DEO’s Services forth Disabled Unit (SDU) Coordinator Margarita Brea who spoke about reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities and the work SDU does; and NYCHA Assistant General Counsel Steve Rappaport, who spoke about NYCHA’s grievance procedure for residents or applicants who believe they have been discriminated against.  
The workshop was attended by 35 advocates representing the following organizations: the Bronx Independent Living Center, the Harlem Children’s Zone, Housing Works, the NYC Human Rights Commission, the Legal Aid Society, the Legal Action Group, the Korean-American Association for Rehabilitation, NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal, Brooklyn Center for Independent Living, St. Luke’s Hospital Community Services for Children and Families, AIDS Center of Queens County, and Catholic Charities. For more, seethe Chairman’s Column on page3, and NYCHA’s Fair Housing Policy on page 9.

Photo caption:  EQUAL ACCESS (Left to right) NYCHA’s Department of Equal Opportunity Director Fredrika Wilson and Board Member Margarita López speak with Thomas K. Small, known as T.K., Chair of the Housing Committee for the Disabilities Network of New York City, at a workshop held in NYCHA’s Central Office.

