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           1  DNNYC, TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2007, 1:00 P.M.

           2  IMAGINATION PLAYGROUNDS MEETING &

           3  ACCESSIBILITY

           4  **********

           5  THIS TEXT IS BEING PROVIDED IN A ROUGH DRAFT

           6  FORMAT.  COMMUNICATION ACCESS REALTIME

           7  TRANSLATION (CART) IS PROVIDED IN ORDER TO

           8  FACILITATE COMMUNICATION ACCESSIBILITY AND

           9  MAY NOT BE A COMPLETE VERBATIM RECORD OF THE

          10  PROCEEDINGS.

          11  **********

          12       >>MR. WOOD:  IS EVERYONE GOING TO BE

          13  ABLE TO SEE?  BECAUSE WE HAVE A STRANGE

          14  CONFIGURATION IN THE ROOM, WHICH IS, WE'RE

          15  GOING TO HAVE REAL-TIME CAPTIONING AT THE

          16  END OF THE ROOM, AND THEN WE'RE GOING TO

          17  HAVE THE ROCKWELL GROUP'S PRESENTATION POWER

          18  POINT OVER HERE ON THE WINDOW SCREEN, BUT

          19  THEN YOU WANT TO BE ABLE TO SEE THE BOARDS,

          20  TOO.  LIKE, LINDA, CAN YOU SEE THIS SCREEN?

          21       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  YEAH.

          22       >>MR. WOOD:  AND IF NOT, FEEL FREE TO

          23  JUST COME UP.  THERE'S LOTS OF ROOM OVER

          24  HERE.  THERE ARE CHAIRS.  YOU DON'T HAVE TO

          25  CARRY IT WITH YOU OVER YOUR HEAD.  JUST TO
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           1  WELCOME EVERYONE HERE, I'M ALEXANDER WOOD,

           2  THE DIRECTOR OF DNNYC.  WE'RE A CITYWIDE

           3  COALITION OF INDIVIDUAL GROUPS, ADVOCACY

           4  GROUPS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS WORKING ON

           5  PUBLIC POLICY FOR PEOPLE WITH MOTOR AND

           6  SENSORY DISABILITIES IN NEW YORK CITY,

           7  CITY-WIDE.

           8     THIS IS THE FOURTH IN A SERIES OF

           9  MEETINGS WITH THE PARKS DEPARTMENT AND

          10  DISABILITIES NETWORK MEMBERS ON VARIOUS

          11  PROPOSED PROJECTS THAT THE PARKS DEPARTMENT

          12  IS OVERSEEING.  WE DID ONE ON THE HIGH LINE.

          13  WE DID ONE ON UNION SQUARE.  WE DID ONE ON

          14  WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK, AND THEN IN JANUARY

          15  WE SAW THE FLURRY OF ARTICLES IN THE NEW

          16  YORK TIMES AND THE IMAGES OF THE RAMPS GOING

          17  DOWN INTO THE PROPOSED PARK AT JOHN STREET

          18  IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND, AND WE SAW ALL THE

          19  GOOD PRESS WE'VE BEEN GETTING, AND WE'RE

          20  JUST CONCERNED MAYBE THERE ARE SOME ACCESS

          21  ISSUES WE'D LIKE TO GET IN ON AND HELP COME

          22  UP WITH SOLUTIONS IF THERE ARE PROBLEMS,

          23  AND, OTHERWISE WE JUST LOOK FORWARD TO THE

          24  PRESENTATION.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

          25     AND THEN BEFORE WE GET INTO YOUR PART,
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           1  I'D JUST LIKE TO GO AROUND THE ROOM AND LET

           2  EVERYONE INTRODUCE THEMSELVES, SO YOU KNOW

           3  WHO YOUR AUDIENCE IS.  SO, YOU MET ME.

           4       >>MR. CROFT:  I'M GEOFFREY CROFT,

           5  PRESIDENT OF NYC PARK ADVOCATES, THE ONLY

           6  NONPROFIT GROUP THAT MONITORS ALL CITY,

           7  STATE PARKS.

           8       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  MY NAME IS DAN

           9  WINCHESTER.  I HAVE A DISABILITY AND I WOULD

          10  LIKE TO BE ABLE TO HAVE ACCESS, MAKE THE

          11  PARKS MORE KID FRIENDLY.

          12       >>MS. RUBIN:  MARGIE RUBIN, DISABLED IN

          13  ACTION, I'M THE PARKS ACCESS ADVOCATE.

          14       >>MR. RIVAS:  I'M RAPHAEL RIVAS, MEMBER

          15  OF CITIZENS COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL, HERE ON

          16  BEHALF OF KEN STEWART, WHO IS THE PRESIDENT

          17  OF THE ORGANIZATION, UNABLE TO MAKE IT

          18  TODAY.

          19       >>MR. RUDESILL:  I'M CHARLIE RUDESILL,

          20  A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT WITH THE PARKS

          21  DEPARTMENT.

          22       >>MR. MAURO:  LAWRENCE MAURO, LANDSCAPE

          23  ARCHITECT AND PROJECT MANAGER FOR ALL THE

          24  WORK GOING ON IN LOWER MANHATTAN.

          25       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  NANCY BARTHOLD,
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           1  ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF RECREATION, NEW

           2  YORK CITY PARKS DEPARTMENT, AND ALSO I

           3  OVERSEE ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE AGENCY.

           4       >>MR. CALISE:  VICTOR CALISE,

           5  ACCESSIBILITY COORDINATOR FOR THE CITY OF

           6  NEW YORK PARKS AND RECREATION.

           7       >>FEMALE VOICE:  SARAH FRAZIER,

           8  VICTOR'S INTERN.

           9       >>MS. RUPLE:  JO ELLEN ZEMBRUSKI-RUPLE

          10  FOR THE NATIONAL MS SOCIETY.

          11       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  PUBLIC POLICY

          12  ASSOCIATE FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE

          13  DISABLED IN NEW YORK.

          14       >>MR. CARTER-LONG:  LAWRENCE

          15  CARTER-LONG, DNNYC.

          16       >>MS. OPEL:  I'M CLAUDIA OPEL OF THE

          17  ROCKWELL GROUP.

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND I'M BARRY RICHARDS

          19  OF THE ROCKWELL GROUP.  TODAY WE WANTED TO

          20  SHOW YOU THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE IMAGINATION

          21  PLAYGROUND.  LAST MONTH WE WENT TO THE

          22  LANDMARKS BOARD FOR A SECOND MEETING AND

          23  HEARING, AND WE PASSED THERE, AND WE'VE BEEN

          24  GOING THROUGH CITY AGENCIES.  WE'RE NEW TO

          25  THIS PROCESS, BUT LAWRENCE, WHO IS AN OLD
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           1  VETERAN, HAS BEEN OUR STEWARD AND MASTER OF

           2  GUIDING US THROUGH ALL THIS.  SO TODAY IS

           3  OUR CHANCE TO LET YOU KNOW WHAT WE'RE DOING

           4  AND REALLY TO GET SOME DISCUSSION/FEEDBACK

           5  ON WHERE WE NEED HELP AND MAKING SOME

           6  CHANGES.  SO I WILL GIVE YOU A -- WE HAVE

           7  LIKE AN HOUR AND A HALF.  IS THAT THE AMOUNT

           8  OF TIME WE HAVE?

           9       >>MR. WOOD:  I GUESS SO.  WE ASKED

          10  EVERYONE TO COME FROM 1 TO 2:30, SO IF YOU

          11  WANT TO STICK TO THAT TIMETABLE, IF THAT'S

          12  THE TIME YOU HAVE ON YOUR SCHEDULE, LET'S

          13  JUST DO THAT.  OTHERWISE WE CAN RUN OVER,

          14  BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE HAS THE ROOM AFTER.

          15  SHOULD WE GET THE LIGHTS?

          16       >>MR. CARTER-LONG:  THAT WOULD MAKE IT

          17  EASIER TO SEE.

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THAT'S ALL RIGHT.

          19  MAYBE EVERYONE ELSE CAN SEE.

          20       >>MR. WOOD:  ALL THE OVERHEAD LIGHTS

          21  OFF AT THE SAME TIME OR ALL OF THEM ON?

          22       >>MR. CARTER-LONG:  THAT'S WHAT WE'VE

          23  GOT.  IT'S ALL OR NOTHING, FOLKS.  THERE'S

          24  NO DIMMER, AND THERE'S NO --

          25       >>MS. MASSI:  CARR MASSI.
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           1       >>MR. WOOD:  NOW WE'RE STARTING THE

           2  ROCKWELL GROUP PRESENTATION.  YOU'RE GOING

           3  TO HAVE A HARD TIME SEEING THIS.  THERE'S A

           4  PRESENTATION.

           5       >>MR. CROFT:  YOU MIGHT JUST WANT TO

           6  COME OVER TO THIS SIDE AND WE'LL WAIT FOR

           7  YOU.

           8       >>MS. MASSI:  CAN I SCOOT BY HERE?

           9       >>MR. RICHARDS:  CERTAINLY.

          10       >>MS. MASSI:  NOTHING LIKE MAKING AN

          11  ENTRANCE, RIGHT?  (LAUGHTER.)

          12       >>MR. WOOD:  I WAS THINKING, YOU KNOW,

          13  I'M TOO WIDE TO GO THROUGH THERE, BUT YOU

          14  CAN DO IT.  (LAUGHTER.)

          15       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SO THIS IS A JOURNEY

          16  THAT WE'VE BEEN ON FOR THE LAST COUPLE OF

          17  YEARS.  WE'VE BEEN WORKING WITH THE PARKS

          18  DEPARTMENT, FIRST TO IDENTIFY A SITE, THEN

          19  WITH BURLING SLIP TO WORK WITH THE SITE,

          20  WORK WITH THE LANDMARKS BOARD AND VARIOUS

          21  AGENCY CONSTITUENCIES TO WORK THIS THROUGH.

          22  IT IS A PROJECT THAT WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN PRO

          23  BONO.

          24     DAVE ROCKWELL, WHO IS THE PRESIDENT OF

          25  OUR FIRM, IS VERY COMMITTED TO NEW YORK CITY
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           1  AND COMMITTED TO THE IDEA OF GIVING BACK,

           2  AND THROUGH A SERIES OF OTHER CHARITIES, BUT

           3  THIS IS WHERE HE THOUGHT THAT WE COULD MAKE

           4  A DIFFERENCE, WHERE WE COULD ACTUALLY LOOK

           5  AT SOMETHING, NOT NECESSARILY NEGLECTED, BUT

           6  SOMETHING THAT HAS ACTUALLY SOLIDIFIED IN

           7  THE LAST 30 YEARS OR SO THAT PLAYGROUNDS

           8  BEGIN TO LOOK A CERTAIN WAY, DEAL WITH A

           9  CERTAIN TYPE OF PLAY; AND CAN WE IMAGINE

          10  ANOTHER PLAYGROUND THAT IS A FULLY

          11  DIMENSIONAL PLAY, HAS FANTASY PLAY, CREATIVE

          12  PLAY, IMAGINATIVE PLAY, SOCIAL PLAY, A WHOLE

          13  RANGE OF THE WHOLE PLAY ISSUES THAT CHILDREN

          14  ARE INTERESTED IN, AND NOT REDUCE IT DOWN TO

          15  THE IDEA OF JUST GROSS MOTOR SKILLS OF

          16  CLIMBING, RUNNING, SLIDING.

          17     SO THIS IS REALLY OUR ATTEMPT TO RETHINK

          18  THE IDEA OF PLAYGROUND, NOT THAT THE

          19  PLAYGROUNDS OUT THERE ARE ANYTHING BAD ABOUT

          20  THEM, BUT CAN WE IMAGINE A PLAY THAT REALLY

          21  DEALS WITH ALL THE WHOLE DEVELOPMENT OF

          22  CHILDREN AND WHERE PLAY IS THE CENTRAL ISSUE

          23  OF THEIR LIVES.  IT'S LIKE THEIR WORK.

          24     SO WE'VE BEEN WORKING AT THAT FOR A

          25  COUPLE OF YEARS TRYING TO THINK ABOUT THIS
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           1  FROM A LOT OF DIFFERENT WAYS, AND WE

           2  SELECTED A SITE WITH THE PARKS DEPARTMENT,

           3  AND LAWRENCE CAN INTERJECT WHERE YOU NEED

           4  TO.  AND WE FINALLY DECIDED A SITE IN

           5  BURLING SLIP.  IT'S A VERY URBAN SITE.  WE

           6  LOOKED AT OTHER SITES IN THE BRONX, OUTSIDE

           7  THE UPPER BOROUGHS, MANHATTAN, CENTRAL PARK,

           8  AND WE LANDED ON THIS SITE, WHICH SEEMED TO

           9  HAVE A GREAT NEED.  THERE'S A NEED FOR A

          10  PLAY GROUND IN THIS DOWNTOWN DISTRICT.  IT'S

          11  ALSO VERY, VERY URBAN AND IT'S NOT REALLY A

          12  PARK LAND PLACE.  IT'S REALLY A PAVED OVER

          13  SPACE.  IT'S VERY HISTORIC AND PART OF A

          14  HISTORIC DISTRICT.

          15     WE, IN THINKING ABOUT HOW TO REIMAGINE

          16  THE PLAYGROUND, WHICH IS OFTEN DEFINED BY A

          17  LOT OF RULES FOR PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, AND

          18  ALSO TO IMAGINE A PLAYGROUND THAT WOULD FIT

          19  IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT, PARTICULARLY ONE

          20  THAT THE ORIGINAL USE OF THE SPACE HAS

          21  ALWAYS BEEN AN OPEN, PAVED AREA EVER SINCE

          22  IT WAS FILLED IN, IN 1935, WAS MAYBE TO EDIT

          23  IT DOWN AND NOT TO CREATE A SERIES OF

          24  CLIMBING PLAY THAT YOU HAD BEFORE, BUT

          25  REALLY TO THINK ABOUT WHAT FUNDAMENTALLY THE
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           1  NEEDS ARE.  SO WE CAME ABOUT THIS IDEA OF

           2  CREATING A PLAYGROUND THAT HAS CENTRAL

           3  COMPONENTS TO IT, A SCULPTED LANDSCAPE,

           4  LOOSE PARTS THAT WOULD REPLACE THE IDEA OF

           5  ALL THE EQUIPMENT THE CHILDREN TRADITIONALLY

           6  PLAY WITH, AND A PLAY WORKER TO HELP

           7  FACILITATE THIS.  THIS IS A DIFFERENT WAY OF

           8  LOOKING AT A PLAYGROUND THAN WE'VE SEEN

           9  BEFORE, BUT IT ALSO GOES BACK TO THE WAY

          10  KIDS -- FUNDAMENTAL WAY THAT KIDS ALWAYS

          11  PLAY, GIVE THEM A BOX, AN AREA, AND THEY

          12  MAKE UP THEIR OWN PLAY, THEIR OWN RULES AND

          13  CREATE THEIR OWN SORT OF PLAY ENVIRONMENT,

          14  AND SO THAT IS WHERE WE ARE.

          15     AND THEN LOOKING AT BURLING SLIP WAS A

          16  CRITICAL PLACE BECAUSE WE HAVE TO MAKE SURE

          17  IT'S A VERY DIFFERENT USE THAT WOULD FIT IN

          18  WITH THIS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

          19     WHAT REALLY INTRIGUED US BESIDES THE

          20  HISTORIC FACT OF THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS,

          21  WHICH ARE THE ARTIFACTS OF THE SPACE AND THE

          22  PUBLIC PLAZA PAVED OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS

          23  PROBABLY USED AS A PARKING LOT PRIMARILY,

          24  WAS ALSO IN THE NARRATIVE SOCIAL HISTORY OF

          25  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT AND THIS AREA.

                                                         10

           1  FAMILIES ALWAYS LIVED HERE.  FAMILIES ALWAYS

           2  LIVED DOWNTOWN.  FAMILIES WERE A PART OF

           3  THIS.

           4       >>MR. WOOD:  JUST A GEOGRAPHIC QUESTION

           5  ABOUT BURLING SLIP, IS IT NORTH OF PIER 11?

           6       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S RIGHT NEXT TO

           7  PIER 17.

           8       >>MR. WOOD:  PIER 11 IS THE HELICOPTER,

           9  PIER 17 IS THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.

          10       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  WHERE THE BOAT IS.

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  YEAH, JUST SOUTH OF THE

          12  MAIN SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MARKET BUILDING.

          13       >>MS. OPEL:  YOU CAN SEE RIGHT HERE,

          14  THESE ARE THE --

          15       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  JUST SOUTH OF WHERE

          16  THE CONCERTS ARE.

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  SO THE FRONT DOOR OF THE

          18  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM IS JUST ON THE

          19  OTHER SIDE OF THAT BLOCK TO THE NORTH AND

          20  YOU'RE IN THE REAL, WHAT YOU WOULD KNOW AS

          21  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.

          22       >>MR. WOOD:  RIGHT.  OH, YEAH, I SEE.

          23       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  OKAY.

          24       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S A PART OF THE

          25  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT HISTORIC DISTRICT, I
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           1  FORGET WHICH BOUNDARIES, BUT WE ARE FIRMLY

           2  WITHIN IT AND WE NEEDED TO FOLLOW THE

           3  STANDARDS FOR THE REHABILITATION OF HISTORIC

           4  AREAS.

           5     WHAT'S INTERESTING FOR US IS CHILDREN

           6  HAVE ALWAYS PLAYED DOWNTOWN.  YOU CAN SEE UP

           7  THERE, THERE'S CHILDREN WHO HAVE ALWAYS

           8  PLAYED IN THE AREA.  THESE ARE CANAL

           9  FAMILIES THAT WINTER DOWN AT BURLING SLIP

          10  JUST DOWN TO THE SOUTH OF THIS.  THERE'S

          11  ALSO PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHILDREN SWIMMING HERE.

          12  THIS IS WHERE A LOT OF CHILDREN LEARNED TO

          13  SWIM.

          14     IN THE 1950'S, THERE IS, IN FACT,

          15  MENTIONS OF PEOPLE PLAYING BASEBALL DOWN

          16  HERE, AND YOU CAN SEE IN THIS IMAGE IN THE

          17  CENTER, ON THE WEEKENDS ON SUNDAY WHEN THE

          18  MARKET AND THE LOADING AND UNLOADING WAS

          19  CLOSED, CHILDREN PLAYED AMONGST THE BOXES,

          20  THE WAGONS AND ALL THE BARRELS AND MATERIAL

          21  THERE.  SO IT'S AN INTERESTING PLACE.

          22  CHILDREN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A PART OF THIS

          23  AREA, AND INTERESTING TO CONTINUE THAT

          24  PRESENCE, AND THEY CAN BECOME THE DYNAMIC

          25  VITALITY THAT WAS ALWAYS A PART OF LOADING,
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           1  OFF-LOADING, PASSENGERS COMING IN AND OUT OF

           2  THIS AREA, WHICH HAS SORT OF DISAPPEARED

           3  FROM THIS PART OF THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.

           4     AND HERE'S A PLAN THAT SHOWS THE SITE FOR

           5  OUR PLAYGROUND.  IT'S JUST BELOW THE SOUTH

           6  STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM ITSELF.  JOHN STREET

           7  IS ON ONE SIDE.  FRONT STREET AND SOUTH

           8  STREET ARE THE OTHER BOUNDARIES TO THIS.

           9     CURRENTLY, RIGHT NOW, YOU CAN SEE WHAT

          10  GOES IN HERE IS A WHOLE SERIES OF PARKING

          11  SPACES FOR DURING THE DAY.  I THINK EEC

          12  PARKS THERE.  IT'S A PARKING LOT, UNDER

          13  UTILIZED.  I THINK EVERYONE AGREES IT WOULD

          14  BE A BETTER USE HERE TO HAVE A PLAYGROUND.

          15  WE HAVE ABOUT 13,000 SQUARE FEET IN ORDER,

          16  PLACE TO BUILD, GIVEN ALL THE ACCESS BY

          17  FIRE, THE CONNECTIONS TO FRONT STREET AND

          18  THE ALIGNMENT THROUGH THE OTHER STREETS

          19  THERE.

          20     THIS, THERE IS ALSO, BECAUSE IT'S RIGHT

          21  ON THE EDGE, THE BORDER OF THE SOUTH STREET

          22  SEAPORT DISTRICT, THERE'S A LOT OF NEW

          23  CONSTRUCTION JUST TO THE CITY SIDE, TALL

          24  BUILDINGS THAT TOWER OVER THIS THAT DO

          25  IMPACT THE SHADE.  WE DID A WHOLE SUN AND
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           1  SHADE STUDY ON THE RIGHT THAT SHOWS WHAT

           2  WILL BE IN SHADE DURING THE DAY, WHAT WILL

           3  HAVE LIGHT.  WE OUGHT TO FACTOR THAT IN TO

           4  MAKE SURE THAT WE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THAT OR

           5  CORRECTED FOR THAT.  WE ALSO LOOKED OVER

           6  THROUGH THE FDR TO PIER 17, WHICH IS WHERE

           7  THE BIG PART OF THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT

           8  DESTINATION IS, AND YOU CAN SEE IN THESE TWO

           9  PLANS THAT IT IS, HAS BEEN AND STILL LOOKS

          10  LIKE THIS VERY WIDE OPEN SPACE THAT HAS

          11  ALWAYS BEEN THE BURLING SLIP.

          12       >>MR. CROFT:  IS THERE A FOCUS ISSUE ON

          13  THIS?  IT'S A LITTLE SOFT.

          14       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT COULD BE THERE.

          15       >>MS. OPEL:  IS THAT GOOD?

          16       >>MR. CROFT:  PERFECT.  THANK YOU.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE TOOK A LOT OF

          18  INSPIRATION FROM THE HISTORIC DISTRICT, BOTH

          19  IN THE LOCAL TEXTURES, USE OF MATERIALS,

          20  SAND BAGS, ROPES, YOU NAUTICAL MARITIME

          21  INFLUENCE THAT HELPED US DEVELOP BOTH THE

          22  LOOSE PARTS AS WELL AS THE PLAYGROUND

          23  ITSELF.  HERE IS OUR OVERVIEW OF THE

          24  PLAYGROUND AND SHOW YOU THE MAJOR FEATURES.

          25  TO TRY TO UNIFY THE SITE, MAKE IT APPARENT
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           1  THAT IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN THIS LEVEL PLAZA

           2  SPACE, ORIGINALLY, BURLING SLIP HAS BEEN

           3  FILLED IN, USING COBBLESTONE THROUGHOUT THE

           4  MAJORITY OF THE SPACE, AND THE NEW

           5  PLAYGROUND DROPS IN THERE ALMOST LIKE A BOAT

           6  MIGHT FLOAT IN THE SPACE.

           7       >>MS. RUBIN:  YOU SAID, "COBBLESTONE."

           8  THE ADA RECOMMENDS YOU DO NOT USE

           9  COBBLESTONE WITH PEOPLE WITH WHEELCHAIRS.

          10       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE USING A SMOOTH

          11  FACE COBBLESTONE WITH GROUT THAT IS FAIRLY

          12  THIN AND LEVEL.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  YOU ARE.

          14       >>MR. MAURO:  IT'S NOT GOING TO BE THE

          15  COBBLESTONE THAT YOU WOULD FIND ON A

          16  COBBLESTONE STREET.  IT IS GOING TO BE A

          17  PAVER THAT IS OF THE SAME DIMENSION THAT IS

          18  SMOOTH AND FLAT ON TOP.  IT WOULD BE MORE

          19  ANALOGOUS TO DOING IT IN THE UNIFORM BRICK

          20  SURFACE.

          21       >>MS. RUBIN:  IT'S NOT GOING TO BE

          22  ROUND AND BUMPY?

          23       IT WILL BE IN A FEW YEARS.  JUST THE

          24  NATURE OF PUTTING IN -- JUST THE NATURE OF

          25  HAVING SO MANY DIFFERENT PIECES, BECAUSE
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           1  WE'VE EVEN SEEN DOWN AT THE HUDSON RIVER

           2  TRUST, THEY HAD A PROBLEM BECAUSE THEY

           3  DIDN'T LAY THE GRANITE RIGHT AND IT'S

           4  BREAKING UP, AND YOU HAVE SURFACES THAT DO

           5  THIS.

           6     I'M JUST CONCERNED.  I UNDERSTAND WHAT

           7  YOU'RE SAYING, BUT I'M JUST CONCERNED, HOW

           8  IS THE MAINTENANCE GOING TO BE IN FIVE

           9  YEARS?  IT MAY BE FLAT AND YOU MAY PUT IT IN

          10  LEVEL AND HOPEFULLY IT WILL STAY THAT WAY,

          11  BUT WE HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF CONCERN WITH

          12  SURFACES, ESPECIALLY IF YOU HAVE A CHILD IN

          13  A WHEELCHAIR WHO HAS TO NAVIGATE THIS OR A

          14  PERSON WHO HAS NARROW WHEELS AND HAS TO

          15  NAVIGATE IT.  AND THEN IF YOU HAVE SOMEBODY

          16  WHO HAS A PROBLEM WALKING AND USING A CANE.

          17       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  YEAH, IF I CAN

          18  INTRUDE, COBBLESTONE, FALL.

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S NOT HISTORIC

          20  COBBLESTONE THAT WE'RE USED TO ON THE MANY

          21  STREETS DOWN THERE THAT IS VERY ROUGH

          22  SURFACE.  IT IS GOING TO BE A PAVER THAT IS

          23  SMOOTH FACED AND LEVEL AS POSSIBLE.  WE'RE

          24  BOTH TRYING TO MAKE SURE IT MATCHES HISTORIC

          25  CONDITIONS, WHICH IS PART OF THE LANDMARKS,
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           1  AND THEN ALSO CURRENT DEMANDS OF KEEPING IT

           2  VERY LEVEL AND SAFE.

           3       >>MS. RUBIN:  THIS ISN'T A BELGIUM

           4  PAVER?

           5       >>MR. MAURO:  IT'S THE SAME DIMENSION,

           6  BUT CUT AND SMOOTH.

           7       >>MS. RUBIN:  SO USING THE WORD,

           8  "COBBLESTONE" IS JUST A NAME?

           9       >>MR. MAURO:  YES.

          10       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  HAVE THERE BEEN ANY

          11  STUDIES HOW THIS COMPARES TO ASPHALT, FLAT,

          12  HOW IT COMPARES IN TERMS OF MAINTENANCE?

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I'M SURE THERE ARE

          14  CLEARLY STUDIES ABOUT THOSE.

          15       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL

          16  IF IT'S THE MOST DO-ABLE.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  ONE PART OF OUR

          18  COMMITMENT TO THE PLAYGROUND IS NOT JUST TO

          19  DESIGN IT AND LET IT GO, BUT REALLY TO HELP

          20  FUND IT, AND PART OF THAT IS TO MAKE SURE

          21  THAT MAJOR AREAS THAT REQUIRE MAINTENANCE

          22  WILL BE MAINTAINED.  SO IT HAS I THINK A

          23  COMMITMENT LEVEL THAT'S DIFFERENT FROM SOME

          24  OTHER PARKS.  SO IF THERE IS A PLACE THAT

          25  DOES HAVE CHANGES, THEY WILL BE UNDERTAKEN.

                                                         17

           1       >>MR. MAURO:  THERE'S ACTUALLY A

           2  MAINTENANCE ENDOWMENT BEING ESTABLISHED, AND

           3  THAT'S GOING TO COVER A COUPLE OF DIFFERENT

           4  THINGS.  IT'S GOING TO COVER THE

           5  EXTRAORDINARY MAINTENANCE REQUIRED BY THIS

           6  DESIGN, BECAUSE IT IS NOT A STANDARD PARK

           7  PLAYGROUND, AND IT IS ALSO GOING TO COVER

           8  THE PLAY WORKERS, THE FULL-TIME STAFFING OF

           9  THE PLAYGROUND.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  I WONDER IF I COULD JUST

          11  ASK THAT YOU PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION WHEN

          12  YOU LAY IT, THAT THE UNDERSURFACE IS

          13  CORRECT.  I THINK THEY HAD TO REDO THE

          14  HIGHWAY BECAUSE THEY PUT IT DOWN AT THE

          15  WRONG SEASON.  SO THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT

          16  SEASONAL CHANGES HAS TO DO WITH THE UNDER

          17  SURFACING AND KEEPING THE STONES FLAT.

          18       >>MR. RIVAS:  MY, ALSO, CONCERN, IS

          19  THERE GOING TO BE GAPS WITHIN THESE STONES,

          20  BIG ENOUGH THAT SOMEONE WHO IS WALKING WITH

          21  A CANE, THAT THE CANE GETS CAUGHT

          22  IN-BETWEEN?

          23       >>MR. MAURO:  NO, THEY'LL BE RATHER

          24  NARROW JOINTS WITH MORTAR, SO THERE WILL NOT

          25  BE ANY CREVICES LEFT.
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           1       >>MR. RIVAS:  SO WILL THEY NOTICE -- SO

           2  THEY WON'T EVEN NOTICE THAT THEY'RE WALKING

           3  ON COBBLESTONES, IS IT GOING TO BE THAT

           4  SMOOTH?

           5       >>MR. MAURO:  IT WILL BE --

           6       >>MR. RICHARDS:  A EXAMPLE OF THIS

           7  MIGHT BE CITY HALL.  AS YOU ENTER THE AREA

           8  OF SECURITY, THERE IS LEVEL PAVERS THERE,

           9  AND THERE IS ALSO A ROAD THAT ACTUALLY HAS

          10  ROUGH PAVERS.

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  THAT'S ACTUALLY A GOOD

          12  EXAMPLE WHAT WAS DONE AT CITY HALL FOR WHAT

          13  NOT TO DO, BECAUSE THEY USED TRADITIONAL

          14  COBBLESTONES THERE.  AND, ALSO, THEY USED A

          15  RATHER WIDE JOINT PATTERN.  SO THEY HAVE

          16  RATHER LARGE GAPS BETWEEN THE STONES

          17  THEMSELVES.  AND EVEN THOUGH WHEN THEY CAME

          18  BACK IN AND RETROFIT THE PAVEMENT WITH THE

          19  CUT-TOP STONES, THEY KEPT TO THE SAME WIDE

          20  JOINT PATTERN, AND WE SHOULD BE USING A MUCH

          21  MORE NARROW JOINT PATTERN, AND WE'LL HAVE

          22  MUCH MORE REGULAR SIDES TO THE PAVERS THAN

          23  WAS USED EVEN AT CITY HALL, SO.

          24       >>MR. WOOD:  WAY TO GO, LAWRENCE,

          25  YOU'RE SINGING OUR SONG.  THAT'S PERFECT.
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           1  WOW.

           2       >>MR. MAURO:  I WORK RIGHT NEXT TO

           3  GEORGE VALONIKAS (PHONETIC), WHO DID THAT

           4  PARK, SO I KNOW THE FULL STORY OF WHAT

           5  HAPPENED THERE.

           6       >>MR. CROFT:  CAN I JUST MAKE A

           7  SUGGESTION ON THIS?  SINCE THE DEVIL IS

           8  GOING TO BE IN THE DETAILS ON THIS STUFF,

           9  ESPECIALLY WITH THIS MEETING, DOES IT MAKE

          10  SENSE FOR US TO GO THROUGH YOUR

          11  PRESENTATION, AND THEN COME BACK?  BECAUSE,

          12  OBVIOUSLY, THE ACTUAL FEATURES AND THE

          13  MATERIALS ARE GOING TO BE A MAJOR PART OF

          14  THIS.

          15       >>MR. MAURO:  YEAH.

          16       >>MR. WOOD:  THAT'S A GOOD IDEA.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE'S ALWAYS

          18  SOMETHING THAT WILL POP OUT.  I'M SURE THAT

          19  SOMEONE WILL ACTUALLY MAKE A COMMENT.  WE'RE

          20  WORKING WITH PARKS ABOUT THE DETAIL OF THE

          21  DESIGN FOR THIS NEW PAVER.  SO IT DOES MATCH

          22  THE DIMENSIONS OF THE MORTAR, THE SMOOTH

          23  FACE OF THE STONE, AND IT'S NOT THE

          24  TRADITIONAL COBBLESTONE THAT YOU SEE

          25  THROUGHOUT ALL THE REST OF THE AREA, BUT IT
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           1  IS INTENDED TO MAKE A CONNECTION OF THIS

           2  SPACE BACK TO THE OTHER SPACE.  THE HISTORY

           3  IS PRETTY IMPORTANT TO OTHER PARTS OF THE

           4  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.

           5     THE KEY FEATURES OF -- SO THERE IS THIS

           6  LARGE AREA, ABOUT 13,000 SQUARE FEET, TO

           7  BECOME A PLAYGROUND.  THE ENTRANCE IS RIGHT

           8  HERE OFF OF JOHN STREET, AND IT'S A

           9  LANDSCAPE, AND YOU CAN SEE THERE'S NOT AS

          10  MANY PLAY PIECES OF EQUIPMENT.  THE ONE

          11  PIECE OF PLAY EQUIPMENT WE DO HAVE IS A

          12  SLIDE.  IT'S ONE WE CAN'T GET RID OF FOR

          13  PLAYGROUNDS.

          14     THERE IS A WATER FEATURE HERE AND I'LL GO

          15  THROUGH THE FEATURES.  THIS IS A BIG

          16  OVERVIEW, AND COME BACK MORE IN PARTICULAR

          17  ABOUT WHAT THEY ARE.  WE HAVE LOOKED AT HOW

          18  TO MAKE THE WATER FEATURE ACCESSIBLE,

          19  INTERESTING, ABOUT THE MANIPULATION OF

          20  WATER, A LOT OF DIFFERENT PLAY FEATURES.

          21  IT'S NOT SIMPLY A SPRITZER WHERE YOU RUN

          22  THROUGH IT, BUT IT HAS PLACES WHERE YOU CAN

          23  TOUCH, FEEL, MANIPULATE, SKATE, WATER

          24  FEATURES, SURROUNDED BY A MINI AMPHITHEATER,

          25  AND A CENTER AREA.  THE CENTER OF THAT IS A
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           1  TOUCHSTONE.  IT'S A BIG STONE PIECE SITTING

           2  ON WATER AND THE WATER PROVIDES THE

           3  LUBRICATION, SO IT'S FRICTIONLESS, AND YOU

           4  CAN MOVE AND TURN THE STONE THAT WILL BE

           5  ENGRAVED TO LOOK LIKE A WORLD GLOBE.

           6     WE HAVE A CROW'S NEST HERE THAT HAS AN

           7  ACCESSIBLE FAMILY BATHROOM AND STORAGE FOR

           8  ALL THE LOOSE PARK COMPONENTS.  WE HAVE WHAT

           9  WE CALL THE WHISPERING WOODS, THAT ALLOWS A

          10  SERIES OF INTERACTIVES IN THAT AREA.

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  THAT'S MUCH TOO LARGE TO

          12  BE THE PLAYGROUND.

          13       >>MR. WOOD:  OH, SORRY.  JUST SOME OF

          14  MY PHOTOGRAPHS (LAUGHTER.)  I THOUGHT I'D

          15  SHARE WITH YOU.  (LAUGHTER.)  MY COUNTRY

          16  HOUSE.

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  DID WE CRASH?

          18       >>MR. WOOD:  NO, THIS IS NOT A CRASH.

          19  THIS IS GOOD.

          20       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IS THE REMOTE ON

          21  THERE?

          22       >>MR. WOOD:  NO, I DIDN'T --

          23       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  IT'S ALWAYS ABOUT YOU.

          24       >>MR. CARTER-LONG:  ADVOCACY AND THE

          25  ART OF IMPROVEMENT.
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           1       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE IS A LARGE

           2  SANDBOX AREA THAT HAS PARTS THAT WILL BE

           3  DEVELOPED FOR SHOVELS, WAGONS, ABILITY TO

           4  LIFT AND PULL AND MANIPULATE THE SAND, DIG

           5  UP THE SAND.  THERE'S A RAMP THAT SURROUNDS

           6  THIS THAT PULLS YOU UP AND TAKES YOU TO THE

           7  SLIDE ITSELF.  THERE IS ALSO, UNDERNEATH THE

           8  SLIDE, THERE WILL BE PLATFORMS DECLINED TO

           9  MAKE LITTLE FORTS, LITTLE SPECIAL AREAS.

          10     AND THERE IS AS YOU ENTER A SEATING AREA

          11  FOR CAREGIVERS, PARENTS, NANNIES TO STOP AND

          12  PARK AND PLACE THEIR STROLLERS AND GIVES YOU

          13  A CLEAR VIEW OF THE WHOLE PLACE.  THERE'S A

          14  TODDLER SAND AREA AND THERE'S ALSO A LITTLE

          15  ASPHALT AREA FOR TRADITIONAL NEW YORK STREET

          16  GAMES, SUCH AS HOPSCOTCH AND PERHAPS TRAVEL

          17  THE HOOP.  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT HAS AN AREA

          18  OF EDUCATION THAT DEALS WITH NEW YORK STREET

          19  GAMES.

          20     AND HERE IS THE PLAN SHOWING THE

          21  DIFFERENT AREAS.  WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING AT IS

          22  IN FACT THE CONCEPT SCHEMATIC PLAN AND WE

          23  HAVE A DEVELOPING OF IT.  WE HAD BROUGHT A

          24  LARGE PLAN AUTOCAD TO SHOW YOU THE

          25  DEVELOPMENT OF THIS, SUCH AS --
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           1       >>MR. WOOD:  YOU CAN GET RID OF THIS.

           2  IT LOOKS BETTER WITHOUT IT.  THANK YOU.

           3  SORRY.

           4       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND HERE YOU CAN SEE

           5  THE PLAN AS IT RELATES TO THE GREATER

           6  DISTRICT.  THERE IS SEATING ON THE OUTSIDE.

           7  THERE'S SOME PERIMETER SEATING HERE, AND

           8  SEATING ALONG HERE FOR OFFICE WORKERS TO SIT

           9  AND HAVE LUNCH.  ALSO TRICYCLES, THESE AREAS

          10  CONNECT AND MAKE THE HISTORIC ALIGNMENT WITH

          11  WHAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A GRID ENVIRONMENT.

          12     TREES ARE NOT TRADITIONALLY A PART OF THE

          13  SOUTH STREET SEAPORT DISTRICT, SO WE USED

          14  THEM SPARINGLY TO MASK OFF ON THIS SIDE AND

          15  ALONG HERE TO PROVIDE FOR SOME SHADE AND SUN

          16  ON THAT SIDE.  (INDICATING.)  AND THEN WE'LL

          17  SHOW YOU SOME VIEWS OF THIS AND WE CAN TALK

          18  ABOUT THE DIFFERENT PARTICULAR ELEMENTS AND

          19  EXACTLY HOW WE'RE DEALING WITH THEM.

          20       >>MS. MASSI:  IS THE SANDBOX GOING TO

          21  BE RELATIVELY RAISED?  I WENT WITH A FRIEND

          22  IN BROOKLYN WITH HER LITTLE ONE, AND IT WAS

          23  LIKE THIS (INDICATING.)  SO SHE COULD SIT

          24  THERE AND WE COULD GET THE LITTLE ONE IN

          25  THERE.  BUT IF IT WAS LIKE REALLY ON THE

                                                         24

           1  GROUND, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT.

           2       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE TWO PORTIONS OF

           3  THE SANDBOX AND WE'LL GET INTO THAT IN A

           4  LITTLE BIT.  THERE IS ONE WHERE YOU CAN JUST

           5  WALK IN, AND THEN THERE'S A RAISED PORTION

           6  THAT YOU COULD GET UP TO CLOSER TO PLAY.

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND THIS SHOWS YOU THE

           8  DISTRICT FROM THE CROW'S NEST TO THE RAMP,

           9  ON THE ONE SIDE THE VIEW TOWARDS THE

          10  WATERFRONT, THE TALL SHIPS AND THEN BACK TO

          11  THE CITY TO THE TALL BUILDINGS AND HOW THE

          12  TREES MASK THIS.

          13       >>MR. WOOD:  IT'S REALLY LIKE A BOAT.

          14  I DIDN'T REALIZE THAT BEFORE.

          15       >>MR. MAURO:  SHIP IN THE SLIP.

          16       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND I'LL START PASSING

          17  THESE AROUND, SO YOU CAN TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

          18  AT WHAT THE DESIGN LOOKS LIKE IN A LITTLE

          19  BIT MORE DETAIL.  THIS IS OUR ISOMETRIC PLAN

          20  THAT SHOWS THE VARIETY OF PLAY IN THIS AREA,

          21  THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF PLAY EXPERIENCES THAT

          22  CAN HAPPEN.

          23     ALSO ON HERE IS THE FRONT STREET SIDE,

          24  THERE IS A SERPENT ALSO CONNECTING TO THE

          25  MYTHOLOGY AND THE HISTORY THERE, AND WHERE
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           1  THERE WILL BE A SERPENT, PART OF THE FENCE

           2  THAT SITS ON THAT PERIMETER.  YOU'RE LOOKING

           3  THROUGH THE UNDERSIDE.  YOU'RE SEEING THE

           4  SANDBOX, THE PLATFORMS, THE PIECES.

           5       >>MR. WOOD:  THAT'S A NICE WAY OF TYING

           6  IN CHINATOWN.

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND THEN WE ALSO HAVE

           8  A RENDERING SHOWING THE LOOSE PARTS OF THE

           9  RENDERING SPACE.  THE CRITICAL DIFFERENCE IN

          10  HERE IS THERE WILL BE A LOT OF LOOSE PARTS.

          11  WE'RE LOOKING TO EVERY DAY IS A NEW DAY FOR

          12  THE CHILDREN.  THEY WILL COME.  THEY WILL

          13  BRING THINGS OUT OF THE STORAGE SHED

          14  UNDERNEATH THE AREAS UNDERNEATH THE RAMP AND

          15  CREATE THEIR OWN FANTASY PLAY SPACES,

          16  EVERYTHING FROM RECYCLED AVAILABLE MATERIALS

          17  TO WAGONS, CARTS, BALLS, A SELECTION OF

          18  DIFFERENT THINGS.

          19     YOU CAN SEE THE TOUCHSTONE HERE, WHICH IS

          20  THE PIECE THAT'S ON -- SITTING ON WATER THAT

          21  ALLOWS YOU TO TURN THE WHOLE PIECE.  THIS IS

          22  THE CROW'S NEST, WHICH HAS A STORAGE, THE

          23  FAMILY BATHROOM.  THERE IS A STAIR,

          24  ACCESSIBLE PLATFORM THAT DOES GIVE YOU VIEWS

          25  TO THE WATERFRONT, THE TALL SHIPS.  THE
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           1  COMPARABLE FEATURE WE ALSO LOOKED AT WAS

           2  MAKING SURE THERE WAS ANOTHER VIEW UP THERE,

           3  WHICH IS ON THE RAMP, WHICH HAS PERISCOPES

           4  AND VIEWS ALSO BACK TO THE WATERFRONT THERE.

           5     THIS IS THE SANDBOX (INDICATING.)  THAT

           6  HAS -- A LOT OF WHAT HAPPENS IN THIS AREA

           7  HAS ALWAYS BEEN CARGO COMING IN AND

           8  CHANGING.  THERE'S PULLEYS, LIFTS.  THERE'S

           9  A RAISED AREA IN THE CENTER.  THERE'S ALSO A

          10  LITTLE BIT OF A DRIFT IN THE WATER SO

          11  CHILDREN CAN PLAY AND MANIPULATE THE SAND.

          12       >>MS. RUPLE:  IS THE WATER PARK AREA A

          13  MULTIPURPOSE SPACE FOR THE NONWATER TIMES OF

          14  YEAR?

          15       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YES.  BECAUSE IT'S

          16  SURROUNDED BY AN AMPHITHEATER, IT'S MEANT TO

          17  BE A SERIES OF DIFFERENT THINGS, FROM A

          18  STORY TELLING AREA, A PLACE TO SIT FOR

          19  PARENTS, YOUNG CHILDREN CAN CLIMB DOWN.

          20  IT'S AN 8 INCH STEP FROM ONE RISER TO THE

          21  NEXT.  AS IT GOES DOWN, AS THE WATER IS

          22  TURNED OFF IN THE WINTER, IT ALSO IS A PLACE

          23  THAT OTHER PLAY CAN HAPPEN.  WE SORT OF SEE

          24  THIS MORE LIKE A RIVERBED.  THERE'S A DRY

          25  RIVERBED SIDE AND A WET RIVERBED SIDE.
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           1       >>MR. MAURO:  SO WE HAVE THE SIDE OF

           2  THE WATER PLAY AREA WHERE YOU WILL BE ABLE

           3  TO GO IN UNDERNEATH LIKE SPRAYING WATER, AND

           4  THERE WILL BE BUBBLERS AND SO FORTH, BUT

           5  OTHER TIMES OF THE YEARS THERE WILL BE THE

           6  CHANNELS AND SO FORTH THAT YOU'LL BE ABLE TO

           7  PLAY IN, BUT IT'S NOT A BATHING SUIT KIND OF

           8  PLAY FEATURE, AND YOU'LL BE ABLE TO LIFT

           9  LITTLE DAMS OR DAM IT AND RUN BOATS THROUGH

          10  THE CHANNELS AND THAT WE'RE HOPING TO

          11  DEVELOP AS A WATER TABLE ANALOGOUS TO SAND

          12  TABLE FOR PLAY OF THAT KIND.

          13       >>MS. RUPLE:  OKAY.

          14       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SO WE THOUGHT WE'D

          15  SHOW YOU THE FINISHED RENDERING, WHERE WE

          16  WERE A MONTH AGO, PRESENTED LANDMARKS, AND

          17  WE HAVE A PLAN THAT SHOWS THE FURTHER

          18  DEVELOPMENT.  WE CAN TALK ABOUT THE WATER

          19  TABLE, THE SAND, A SAND TABLE, A SAND PATH,

          20  DIFFERENT ACCESS AND ENTRY TO DIFFERENT

          21  ELEMENTS ON THE PLAYGROUND.

          22       >>MR. MAURO:  SO IS THAT IT, BARRY --

          23       >>MR. RICHARDS:  NO.

          24       >>MR. MAURO:  -- IN TERMS OF FORMAL

          25  PRESENTATION?
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           1       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE GOING TO FINISH

           2  UP AND TALK ABOUT OTHER PARTS, AND THEN

           3  BRING UP THE PLAN, AND WE THOUGHT GO THROUGH

           4  THE DIFFERENT PLAY COMPONENTS AND TALK ABOUT

           5  THEM SPECIFICALLY, AND AT THE SAME TIME

           6  DISCUSS THEM, LOOK FOR COMMENTS.  SO EACH

           7  ONE, WE CAN GO THROUGH EACH ONE LIKE THAT.

           8       >>MR. MAURO:  OKAY.  WELL, THIS IS

           9  PROBABLY A GOOD POINT FOR ME TO SAY, IT'S

          10  ALMOST LIKE A LITTLE WRAP-UP ON WHAT YOU'VE

          11  SAID SO FAR AND AN INTRO TO THE NEXT POINT;

          12  AND THAT IS, WHAT WE HAVE HERE IS THE

          13  BEGINNING LEVEL OF DESIGN, AND IT WAS

          14  DEVELOPED IN ORDER TO, NUMBER 1, DEMONSTRATE

          15  THE CONCEPT, AND NUMBER 2, GET APPROVAL FROM

          16  THE LANDMARKS COMMISSION FOR OUR BASIC

          17  DESIGN CONCEPT.

          18     NOW, THIS WHOLE PLAYGROUND CONCEPT HINGES

          19  ON A COUPLE THINGS.  WE'RE NOT USING

          20  TRADITIONAL PLAY EQUIPMENT.  WE ARE GOING TO

          21  HAVE A SUPERVISED FACILITY THAT'S GOING TO

          22  ALLOW US TO IMPLEMENT WHAT'S BEING REFERRED

          23  TO AS THIS LOOSE PARTS CONCEPT.  IT'S

          24  BASICALLY TOYS.  WE'RE GOING TO HAVE LARGE

          25  TOYS OUT THERE OF VARIOUS KINDS FOR THE KIDS
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           1  TO PLAY WITH, THINGS THAT WE CAN'T DO IN THE

           2  AVERAGE PLAYGROUND.  AND WE'RE AT A POINT IN

           3  DESIGN NOW THAT WE WANT TO FILL OUT THESE

           4  CONCEPTS AND MAKE THEM REAL, AND DEVELOP THE

           5  DESIGN FOR THESE INDIVIDUAL ELEMENTS.

           6     SO YOU MIGHT LOOK AT THE SANDBOX ELEMENT

           7  AND SAY, WELL, I DON'T SEE AN ACCESSIBLE

           8  ROUTE.  WELL, SPENDING TIME AT THE POINT WE

           9  WERE IN DESIGN TO SEE JUST HOW IT WOULD LOOK

          10  OVERALL FOR LANDMARKS, WE WEREN'T -- WE WERE

          11  THINKING AHEAD ABOUT WHAT WE WOULD HAVE TO

          12  DO FOR ACCESSIBLE ROUTES AND TO PROVIDE SAND

          13  TABLES IN THERE, BUT WE WEREN'T DESIGNING

          14  THOSE FEATURES.  THIS IS THE POINT WHERE

          15  WE'RE DESIGNING THOSE FEATURES.  WE HAD IN

          16  MIND GENERAL ACCESSIBILITY ROUTES FOR THE

          17  RAMPS AND THROUGH THE AMPHITHEATER AREA, BUT

          18  WE WEREN'T GOING THROUGH THE DETAIL DESIGN

          19  UNTIL WE GOT OUR OVERALL CONCEPT APPROVED

          20  FROM LANDMARKS.

          21     AGAIN, WE UNDERSTAND THAT, YES, THE TOP

          22  OF THE CROW'S NEST IS NOT ACCESSIBLE, BUT WE

          23  STARTED OUT SAYING, WE HAVE TO HAVE AN

          24  ELEVATED PORTION, WE HAVE TO HAVE AN

          25  ACCESSIBLE RAMP TO PROVIDE THE COMPARABLE
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           1  EXPERIENCE.

           2     SO, THAT BEING SAID ABOUT WHERE WE ARE IN

           3  THE DESIGN, LET'S GO THROUGH THE

           4  PRESENTATION ELEMENTS.

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  CLEARLY, WE ARE IN THE

           6  MIDST OF THE DESIGN ELEMENT AND WE HAVE A

           7  PLAN THAT SHOWS SOME OF THE CHANGES AND

           8  MODIFICATIONS WE ARE DOING TO MAKE SURE

           9  THERE IS A ROUTE AND WE CAN GO THROUGH THE

          10  FEATURES.  WE THOUGHT PERHAPS THE SANDBOX,

          11  TALK ABOUT THAT, BRING UP DISCUSSIONS ABOUT

          12  THAT AND GO THROUGH THE DIFFERENT AREAS AND

          13  TALK ABOUT THEM THROUGHOUT.

          14     THIS IS THE LOOSE PARTS, WHICH IS ALSO,

          15  AS YOU SAID, THE REAL CRITICAL PART.  THERE

          16  WILL BE THINGS THAT CHILDREN CAN PLAY WITH.

          17  WE IMAGINE IT WILL BE AN EVOLVING SELECTION

          18  OF THINGS, THINGS FOR CENTER FOR THE ARTS, A

          19  FEW THINGS DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE

          20  PLAYGROUND ITSELF, SUCH AS WAGONS, CARTS,

          21  BUILDING BLOCKS AND ANYTHING ELSE THAT'S

          22  NECESSARY.  AND THEN ALSO SOME FEW THINGS

          23  THAT WE CAN BUY LIKE THIS.  AND WE WILL HAVE

          24  AN IDEA WHAT IT SHOULD BE OPENING DAY, AND

          25  THE PLAY WORKER WILL SEE HOW THE KIDS EVOLVE
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           1  AND CHANGE, AND THIS WILL BE A DYNAMIC

           2  EVOLVING PLAYGROUND.

           3     DO YOU WANT TO GO TO THE PLAN?  PDF.

           4  SHIFT, CONTROL, L.

           5       >>MR. CROFT:  THAT'S THE HOUSE WE'RE

           6  BEING INVITED TO.

           7       >>MR. WOOD:  THERE'S THE RAMP.

           8  (LAUGHTER.)

           9       >>MR. CALISE:  I DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT.

          10  I DON'T SEE RAILINGS ON BOTH SIDES.

          11       >>MR. WOOD:  IT'S VERY BROWN RIGHT NOW.

          12  THAT WAS LAST SUMMER.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  COULD I JUST GO BACK TO

          14  THE COBBLE FOR ONE SECOND?  WHEN YOU SAY A

          15  NARROW MORTAR, IS THAT WHEN THEY REALLY USED

          16  TO DO SIDEWALKS WELL IN NEW YORK CITY?

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  YEAH, AND WHEN THEY

          18  ACTUALLY USED TO DO COBBLESTONE WELL.

          19       >>MR. WOOD:  THAT'S WITH THE ITALIAN

          20  MASONS.

          21       >>MS. RUBIN:  SO RIGHT NOW YOU GO

          22  BUMPETY BUMP.

          23       >>MR. MAURO:  IF YOU'RE EVER AROUND

          24  UNION SQUARE AND LOOK AT THE JOINTS BETWEEN

          25  THE BLUE STONE, THEY'RE EXTREMELY TIGHT.
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           1  THEY'RE CALLED HAND TIGHT JOINTS WITH SAND

           2  SWEPT MORTAR.  YOU BASICALLY BUTT THE STONES

           3  RIGHT UP AGAINST EACH OTHER, OVERLAY AND

           4  SWEEP IN A MORTAR MIXTURE, AND THEN SWEEP IT

           5  CLEAN ON TOP AND WATER IT DOWN, AND IT SETS

           6  THE MORTAR WITHIN THOSE JOINTS WITHOUT BIG

           7  WIDE HALF-INCH OR THREE-QUARTER INCH JOINTS

           8  BETWEEN THE STONES.

           9       >>MS. RUBIN:  HOW BIG ARE THESE COBBLES

          10  THAT YOU'RE USING?

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  WHAT ARE THEY, 6 BY 9,

          12  THE TYPICAL COBBLE?  DO YOU REMEMBER,

          13  CHARLIE?

          14       >>MR. RUDESILL:  NO, I DON'T.

          15       >>MS. RUBIN:  IT'S LIKE THE SIZE OF A

          16  PIECE OF PAPER?

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  A LITTLE SMALLER.  AROUND

          18  THAT BIG (INDICATING.)

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S AN OVERSIZE

          20  BRICK, BUT WAY OVERSIZE, LIKE ABOUT THIS BIG

          21  (INDICATING.)

          22       >>MS. RUBIN:  OKAY.

          23       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SINCE WE'RE ON THAT,

          24  WE CAN DISCUSS THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS,

          25  FEATURES THAT YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT.  THE
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           1  PLAZA ITSELF IS, AS WE TALKED ABOUT, THIS

           2  NEW PAVING MATERIAL FROM THIS SIDE TO SIDE,

           3  SEATING HERE, ALONG HERE, HERE (INDICATING.)

           4  THE AREAS AS YOU COME DOWN FRONT STREET,

           5  THIS WILL BE A GENTLE GRADE UP TO IT.  IT

           6  REALLY IS NOT A CURB DROP.  THERE IS AN

           7  EXISTING SIDEWALK ON THE SIDE WITH THE SOUTH

           8  STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM, AND WE SEE THIS AS A

           9  LARGE, OPEN PUBLIC SPACE FOR PEOPLE TO USE

          10  IN A VARIETY OF WAYS WHEN BOTH THE

          11  PLAYGROUND IS OPEN, THE PLAYGROUND IS

          12  CLOSED.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  IT DOESN'T HAVE A FENCE?

          14       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S ONLY FOR THE

          15  PLAYGROUND ITSELF.  THE FENCE FOR THE

          16  PLAYGROUND, HERE IS THE ENTRANCE, AND THE

          17  FENCE SURROUNDS THE ENTIRE PERIMETER, AND AN

          18  EMERGENCY EGRESS THERE AS WELL.

          19       >>MS. RUBIN:  IS THAT EMERGENCY 36

          20  INCHES?

          21       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YES.

          22       >>MS. RUBIN:  THANK YOU.  UNLESS

          23  SOMEBODY FORGETS, 25 INCH.

          24       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE TO GET IT PAST THE

          25  BUILDING DEPARTMENT, TOO.
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           1       >>MR. CROFT:  YOU'D BE SURPRISED.

           2       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  ONE THING I'M

           3  THINKING ABOUT, THE SANDBOX FROM BEFORE, HOW

           4  MUCH SPACE DO YOU ANTICIPATE SOMEONE GOING

           5  FOR IT IN A WHEELCHAIR THAT WOULD NEED TO

           6  INTERACT WITH THE ENVIRONMENT?

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SO, IN A SANDBOX WE

           8  ARE CREATING AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE THROUGH THE

           9  MIDDLE OF THE SANDBOX THAT LEADS YOU INTO

          10  THE RAISED SAND PIT AREA.  SO THERE'S BOTH A

          11  SAND TABLE RIGHT HERE ALONG THIS ROUTE HERE

          12  (INDICATING.)  AND THERE'S ALSO THE RAISED

          13  SANDBOX RIGHT ALONG THIS WHOLE PATH.  SO YOU

          14  BISECT AND CONNECT FROM ONE TO THE OTHER.

          15  IN THE RENDERINGS YOU DID NOT SEE THAT, BUT

          16  THE DESIGN ELEMENTS, WE ARE PADDING AN AREA

          17  FOR ACCESSIBILITY THAT ALLOWS ACCESS THROUGH

          18  THE SAND.  AND MAYBE TO IMAGINE, MAYBE A

          19  PARENT MIGHT WANT TO PLACE SEATING AREAS,

          20  TREE TRUNKS, THE KIDS GET A LITTLE LOWER, IN

          21  AND OUT, OR THEY CAN BE ON THAT PATH RIGHT

          22  THERE.

          23       >>MS. RUBIN:  HOW HIGH IS THE WAIST

          24  SANDBOX?

          25       >>MS. OPEL:  IN GENERAL, IT IS 12
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           1  INCHES AROUND THE PERIMETER RIGHT HERE.

           2  WE'RE RAISING THIS UP AT THE SAND TABLE TO

           3  24.  SO YOU WILL BE ABLE TO GET UNDERNEATH

           4  IT WITH A WHEELCHAIR.  THE BOTTOM OF IT IS

           5  24.

           6       >>MS. RUBIN:  OKAY.  SO THEN I WOULD BE

           7  ABLE TO MOVE MY KID IN AND OUT.

           8       >>MS. OPEL:  YOU COULD LITERALLY LIKE

           9  UNDERNEATH A TABLE.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  AND HOW FAR IS THE DROP

          11  INSIDE THE SANDBOX?

          12       >>MS. OPEL:  THERE IS NO DROP.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  THE SAND WILL BE AT THAT

          14  HEIGHT?

          15       >>MS. OPEL:  YES, MINIMALLY.

          16       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  WHAT IS THE SURFACE

          17  OF THE PLAYGROUND MADE OF?

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE LOOKING AT WOOD,

          19  A PLANKING THAT IS LIKE ON A SHIP OR LIKE

          20  BEING ON THE PIERS THAT WERE THERE BEFORE.

          21  AGAIN, IT WILL BE TIGHT, SMALL SPACING

          22  BETWEEN THEM, WOOD PLANKING, EITHER

          23  BETHABERRA (PHONETIC) OR IPE PLAINS WOOD,

          24  SOMETHING THE PARKS DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY

          25  USING RIGHT NOW.
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           1       >>MR. RIVAS:  SPEAKING OF SURFACES, MY

           2  MAIN CONCERN IS WHEN I WAS LOOKING AT THE

           3  PHOTOS, THERE'S A LOT OF STEPS WITHIN THE

           4  WOODEN PLAYGROUND ITSELF, AND SOMEONE WHO IS

           5  WITH A CANE MAY NOT REALIZE THAT THEY'RE

           6  COMING UP TO LIKE A STEP DOWN AND THE CANE

           7  MAY JUST DROP.  IS THERE GOING TO BE

           8  SOMETHING TACTUAL AND VISUAL TO TELL THEM

           9  THEY'RE GOING UP THE STEPS OR TELL THEM

          10  THEY'RE GOING ON LIKE A LITTLE PLAY THING,

          11  LIKE THE SANDBOX, LIKE THE LITTLE WATER

          12  THING IS A LITTLE BIT RAISED AS WELL.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  ALSO, RAPHAEL IS HERE FOR

          14  LOW VISION, AND WE ARE HEARD THAT TIME AND

          15  TIME AGAIN WHEN A SURFACE CHANGES THERE

          16  NEEDS TO BE A LIGHT/DARK POINT FOR SOMEBODY

          17  WITH LOW VISION.  AND WHAT RAPHAEL IS

          18  SAYING, JUST TO KNOW THAT YOU'RE GOING TO BE

          19  MOVING FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER, SOME KIND

          20  OF SURFACING TO LET THEM KNOW THAT THEY

          21  DON'T JUST GO FLYING OFF.  IT'S INTERESTING.

          22       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE IS GOING TO BE A

          23  STEP FROM HERE TO HERE.  WHAT ARE THE

          24  LEVELS, LIKE 1 INCH?

          25       >>MS. OPEL:  IT'S VERY MINIMAL AND IT
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           1  WILL HAVE A LIGHT/DARK COMPONENT BECAUSE

           2  WE'RE GOING FROM THE WOOD ONTO A SOFT

           3  SURFACE THAT LOOKS LIKE THE SAND.  SO YOU'RE

           4  GOING FROM THE DARK WOOD DOWN ONTO THE SAND,

           5  AND IT WILL BE THE SAME THING, A MINIMAL

           6  STEP, BUT I THINK YOU WERE MORE TALKING

           7  ABOUT THIS AREA BACK HERE?

           8       >>MS. RUBIN:  RIGHT.

           9       >>MR. MAURO:  SO WHAT WE'D BE ABLE TO

          10  DO IS WHEN THE DETAILS ARE ACTUALLY

          11  DEVELOPED FOR THESE FEATURES, THINGS LIKE

          12  THE WARNING EDGE, IF YOU'RE BRINGING THEM UP

          13  AS QUESTIONS NOW, WE'LL BE SURE TO BRING

          14  THOSE PARTICULAR DETAILS BACK IN ANY FUTURE

          15  MEETING.

          16       >>MR. RIVAS:  AND THEN MY, ALSO,

          17  CONCERN, I SAW AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PARK

          18  THERE WAS PILLARS AND IT GOES IN.  IS THE

          19  COBBLESTONE GOING TO BE OUTSIDE?  ARE YOU

          20  GOING TO GO FROM COBBLESTONE TO WOOD?

          21       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE WILL BE A

          22  TRANSITION.  YOU WILL ENTER THESE BOLLARDS,

          23  WHICH ARE LIKE THE BOLLARDS OF THE PIER DOWN

          24  AT THE SEAPORT, AND THERE WILL BE AN

          25  ENTRANCE, GAP IN-BETWEEN, AND THEN THE GATE
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           1  INTO THE PLAYGROUND.  THE FIRST AREA WHERE

           2  THE STROLLERS WILL BE KEPT WILL BE THE

           3  PAVER, AND THEN THERE WILL BE A SMOOTH

           4  TRANSITION TO THE WOOD PLANKING.  THERE'S NO

           5  STEP.

           6       >>MR. RIVAS:  MY CONCERN WITH THE

           7  PILLARS THAT ALIGN WITH THE FRONT ENTRANCE,

           8  I STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT THEY BE VERY HIGH

           9  CONTRAST, SO THAT IT DOESN'T BLEND IN WITH

          10  THE SIDEWALK, SO THAT SOMEONE WITH LOW

          11  VISION OR BLIND CAN PICK THEM OUT AND GO

          12  INTO THE PARK.

          13     BELIEVE ME, I'M GOING TO USE TURNSTILES

          14  IN THE SUBWAY AS AN EXAMPLE.  I'VE SEEN MANY

          15  PEOPLE BUMP INTO THE TURNSTILE, AND I DON'T

          16  WANT TO SEE ANYBODY BUMP INTO THESE PILLARS

          17  BECAUSE SOMEBODY COULD SERIOUSLY GET HURT.

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE BOLLARDS ARE GOING

          19  TO BE BLACK, WHICH IS THE HISTORIC PAINTED

          20  MATERIAL DOWN THERE, AND THE COBBLESTONE

          21  ITSELF WOULD BE A LIGHT GRAY.  SO THAT WILL

          22  BE A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE TWO.

          23       >>MS. OPEL:  THEY ALSO HAVE RED CAPS ON

          24  THE TOP.

          25       >>MR. MAURO:  AND SOME OF THE OTHER
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           1  ELEMENTS, A YELLOW CAP.  DIDN'T WE HAVE SOME

           2  OF THE CAPS ON THE SEATING?

           3       >>MS. OPEL:  NO, THEY ARE ALL RED.

           4       >>MR. MAURO:  WHEN WE ORIGINALLY WENT

           5  TO LANDMARKS, WE HAD THOSE IN A WHITE AND

           6  BRIGHT RED, AND THE HISTORIC DISTRICT ISSUE

           7  CAME INTO PLAY, AND A NUMBER OF THE COLORS

           8  WERE TONED DOWN, BUT WE'LL MAKE SURE THAT WE

           9  KEEP THAT RED CAP OR YELLOW CAP DETAIL.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  IF IT COULD BE YELLOW, IT

          11  WOULD BE BETTER, BECAUSE RED IS LIKE BLACK.

          12       >>MR. RIVAS:  RED AND GRAY AND BLACK,

          13  IT'S VERY DIFFICULT TO MAKE IT DISTINCT.

          14  THERE'S GOT TO BE SOMETHING BRIGHT TO MAKE

          15  IT OBVIOUS.

          16       >>MS. RUBIN:  AND ALSO THE COLOR OF THE

          17  FENCE BEHIND, ARE THESE GOING TO BLEND IN?

          18  I THINK THAT'S WHAT RAPHAEL IS TRYING TO GET

          19  TO.  IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING THAT'S DARK HERE,

          20  MAYBE YOU CAN'T DISTINGUISH WHAT'S

          21  NECESSARY.

          22       >>MR. CROFT:  ARE YOU GOING TO GO

          23  THROUGH THE FIXED PLAY FEATURES NOW?

          24       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE CAN JUST JUMP

          25  AROUND AS PEOPLE SEE A NEED TO.  WE DID
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           1  ADDRESS THE SANDBOX, WHICH HAS THE ROUTE,

           2  THE SAND TABLE, TWO DIFFERENT HEIGHTS HERE.

           3  THERE'S ALSO THEN AT THE EXIT OF THE SLIDE

           4  ANOTHER ACCESSIBLE PATHWAY IN THE SANDBOX

           5  THERE.

           6       >>MR. CROFT:  SO ONE OF THE THINGS

           7  THAT'S OF BIG CONCERN IS THE AMOUNT OF PLAY

           8  FEATURES THAT ARE OBVIOUSLY NOT JUST

           9  ACCESSIBLE IN A ROUTE, BUT ACTUALLY USABLE.

          10  SO ONE OF THE THINGS WE LOOK AT IS THE

          11  PERCENTAGE OF USABLE FEATURES AS OPPOSED TO

          12  NOT JUST THE ACCESSIBLE ROUTE.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THIS IS A PLAYGROUND

          14  WHERE THE WHOLE PLACE IS A STAGE AND

          15  PLATFORM FOR PLAY AND LOOSE PARTS, WHICH

          16  WILL BECOME LIKE THE TOYS THAT KIDS WILL

          17  PULL OUT EVERY DAY AND CREATE NEW

          18  ENVIRONMENTS, NEW PLAY SITUATIONS FOR

          19  THEMSELVES, BOTH IN MANIPULATING THE SAND

          20  AND THE WATER GOING INTO THE VARIOUS AREAS.

          21  IN SOME WAYS WE ALSO HAVE TO LOOK AT HOW WE

          22  MAKE THE LOOSE PARTS A PLAY FEATURE FOR ALL

          23  CHILDREN, IN PARTICULAR, BECAUSE THAT IS THE

          24  KEY DIFFERENTIATOR AND WHAT MAKES IT WILL

          25  BECOME THE REASON FOR THIS PLAYGROUND FOR
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           1  BEING.  SO WE NEED TO BE SEEN BOTH IN THE

           2  FIXED COMPONENTS, BUT IT'S REALLY THIS BIG

           3  LANDSCAPE THAT IS THE PLATFORM STAGE FOR

           4  LOOSE PARTS TO INTERACT WITH THE CHILDREN.

           5       >>MR. MAURO:  SO THIS WHOLE CONCEPT

           6  RELIES ON THE FACT THAT WE'RE NOT DOING

           7  FIXED EQUIPMENT.  SO IN MANY WAYS WE HAVE A

           8  LOT OF PLAYGROUND DESIGN STANDARDS THAT ARE

           9  ALREADY OUT THERE THAT REALLY ARE NOT

          10  DIRECTLY APPLICABLE TO THIS CONCEPT, BECAUSE

          11  WE'RE CREATING THIS SPACE.  THE FEW FIXED

          12  PLAY ELEMENTS THAT ARE DESIGNED AS PART OF

          13  THIS, WE WILL PROBABLY, THE MAJORITY OF THEM

          14  WILL BE ACCESSIBLE, CORRECT ME IF I AM

          15  WRONG.

          16       >>MS. OPEL:  ALL OF THEM.

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  ALL OF THEM WILL BE

          18  ACCESSIBLE.

          19       >>MS. RUBIN:  YOU MEAN ACCESS TO THEM?

          20       >>MR. MAURO:  ACCESS TO THEM AND

          21  DEVELOPED AT ACCESSIBLE HEIGHTS AND SO

          22  FORTH.

          23       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SO IF YOU LOOK AT THIS

          24  ONE, IT HAS THIS PORTION HERE, WHICH IS ALL

          25  OF THE SAND TABLE.  THIS PORTION HERE,
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           1  (INDICATING.) WHICH IS THE HIGH WATER TABLE,

           2  THIS IS ALL AT A DIFFERENT LEVEL.  SO

           3  DIFFERENT LEVELS AT WHICH TO APPROACH AND

           4  INTERACT WITH THAT AND THEN DIFFERENT PIECES

           5  OF EQUIPMENT, LOOSE PARTS.

           6       >>MS. RUBIN:  THE WATER AREA, THAT'S A

           7  WADING AREA, IT'S NOT A POOL AREA, RIGHT?

           8       >>MS. OPEL:  THAT'S RIGHT.  WE HAVE TWO

           9  DIFFERENT PORTIONS.  WE HAVE NUMBER ONE,

          10  OVER HERE, THIS IS A WATER TROUGH WITH A

          11  HIGH AREA.  THIS IS, AGAIN, GOING TO BE A

          12  WATER TABLE SIMILAR TO THE SAND TABLE ON THE

          13  OTHER SIDE THAT YOU COULD GET UNDERNEATH AND

          14  YOU CAN GET YOUR HANDS IN AND PLAY WITH THE

          15  WATER, AND THERE'S DIFFERENT FEATURES IN IT

          16  THAT YOU CAN MANIPULATE THE WATER WITH.  THE

          17  WATER WILL RUN DOWN HERE.  IT CAN BE LOOSE

          18  AND GATED, SO IT WILL BE IN THIS PORTION IN

          19  THE CENTER.  AND THE OTHER SIDE OF IT IS

          20  BASICALLY SIMILAR AS THE SURFACE AROUND IT.

          21  IT WILL BE ABOUT ONLY TWO TO THREE INCHES

          22  DEEP, SO NO KID WILL BE ABLE TO FALL AND

          23  DROWN IN IT.

          24       >>MS. RUBIN:  MY CONCERN WAS, CAN A

          25  CHILD IN A WHEELCHAIR GET INTO THE WATER,
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           1  LITERALLY GET INTO THE WATER?  IF OTHER KIDS

           2  CAN RUN AND JUMP AND PLAY IN THE WATER.

           3       >>MR. MAURO:  UNDERNEATH THE SPRAYS.

           4       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE ATOMIZERS, OR

           5  THERE IS A BENCH OVER HERE THAT YOU CAN GET

           6  MAYBE OUT OF THE WHEELCHAIR, AND, YOU KNOW,

           7  I DON'T KNOW, GET INTO IT.  HOW WOULD YOU DO

           8  IT?

           9       >>MR. MAURO:  I THOUGHT THE ONE HALF

          10  WOULD BE DEVELOPED WITH BASICALLY SPRAYS AND

          11  BUBBLERS AS JUST SURFACE RUNOFF THAT WOULD

          12  BE LEVEL.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  ONE SIDE IS LEVEL, AND

          14  IT IS LEVEL ENOUGH THAT YOU COULD WHEEL -- A

          15  WHEELCHAIR COULD GO STRAIGHT INTO IT.  THE

          16  OTHER SIDE HAS A VARIETY OF WATER CASCADING

          17  DOWN THERE AND ALSO INTO A TROUGH.  THERE'S

          18  TWO DIFFERENT WATER EXPERIENCES, ONE BEING

          19  CONTINUOUS WATER AND ONE SPILLING AROUND

          20  DIFFERENT ROCKS AND SURFACES.

          21       >>MR. WOOD:  SO WE SHOULD BRING OUR

          22  WD-40 TO THE PLAYGROUND.

          23       >>MS. MASSI:  YOU CAN GET WET.  I'VE

          24  RUN THROUGH WATER ON THE BOARDWALK AND GONE

          25  THROUGH THEM IN THE CHAIR, SPRINKLERS.
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           1       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WHEELCHAIRS COULD COME

           2  IN THIS AREA AND NAVIGATE THE SPOT, WHICH IS

           3  A SMALL SPOUT OF RUNNING WATER, AND THEN

           4  CASCADING IN AROUND THE VARIOUS STONES.  AND

           5  THEN THIS IS THE TROUGH, WHICH HAS A 24 INCH

           6  HIGH WATER TABLE AREA, AND THEN THE WATER

           7  CASCADES DOWN INTO THIS AREA.  SO, ACTUALLY,

           8  THERE IS A SERIES OF DIFFERENT WATER

           9  EXPERIENCES.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  SO IN THE HIGHER WATER

          11  TABLE CHILDREN CAN JUST PLAY IN REGULAR

          12  WALKERS AND PLAY IN THAT.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YEAH.

          14       >>MS. OPEL:  RIGHT.

          15       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THEY CAN APPROACH THIS

          16  SIDE AND COME UNDERNEATH AND ACTUALLY GET

          17  CLOSE UP TO IT.  THEY CAN COME ALONG THE

          18  SIDES HERE AS THE OTHER KIDS CAN.  AS THE

          19  TROUGH IS COMING DOWN AND DIFFERENT LOOSE

          20  PARTS, THEY CAN PLAY AND DAMN AND DIVERT THE

          21  WATER.  AND THEN THEY CAN COME DOWN TO THE

          22  OTHER HALF, WHICH IS A LOW FLAT WATER AREA.

          23       >>MS. RUBIN:  AND THEY CAN JUST TAKE

          24  THEIR WHEELCHAIR THROUGH THAT?

          25       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YES.
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           1       >>MR. CROFT:  DO YOU HAVE A DETAIL OF

           2  THIS?  IT'S HARD TO VISUALIZE THIS STUFF.

           3       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE DO HAVE DETAILS,

           4  BUT NOT HERE.  WE'RE DEVELOPING A SECTION

           5  THAT DOES ACCOMMODATE A WIDE RANGE OF ACCESS

           6  TO IT.

           7       >>MR. CROFT:  THE SLIDE, COULD WE JUST

           8  TALK ABOUT THE SLIDE FOR A SECOND?

           9       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE SLIDE IS ONE PIECE

          10  OF EQUIPMENT.  THE REST HAVE LOCALES THAT

          11  HAVE A SERIES OF LOOSE PARTS TO INTERACT

          12  WITH.  THE SLIDE COMES UP, ACCESS TO THE

          13  SLIDE IS VIA THE RAMP AND THEN THERE'S A

          14  TURNOUT RIGHT HERE, ALLOWS THIS TUBE SLIDE

          15  TO CONNECT BACK TO THE SAND PIT THAT DOES

          16  HAVE A FALL ZONE BELOW THAT.

          17       >>MR. CROFT:  IS IT GOING TO BE A --

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  TRANSFER POINT?

          19       >>MR. CROFT:  YES.

          20       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE LOOKING TO ADD A

          21  TRANSFER POINT DOWN AT THE TOP END OF THE

          22  RAMP, AND AT THE OTHER END OF THE RAMP YOU

          23  CAN BRING A WHEELCHAIR TO THAT SECTION.

          24       >>MR. CROFT:  UNFORTUNATELY, WHAT WE'RE

          25  DOING NOW IN PARKS IS PUTTING THE TRANSFER
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           1  STATIONS, BECAUSE ONLY 5 PERCENT OF KIDS

           2  ACTUALLY USE TRANSFER STATIONS.  SO IF THE

           3  TRANSFER STATION COULD BE VERY MUCH -- VERY

           4  RIGHT NEXT TO THE SLIDE.

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S INTENDED TO BE.

           6  AS YOU CAN SEE, THIS RAMP, WHICH BRINGS YOU

           7  UP TO THIS HIGHER POINT AT 5 FEET 6 INCHES

           8  ALLOWS YOU TO GET THE VIEW BACK TO THE

           9  WATERFRONT, AND THERE'S A TURNOUT RIGHT

          10  HERE, AND THE TRANSFER POINT IS THE PART OF

          11  THE TURNOUT RIGHT THERE.

          12       >>MS. RUPLE:  WHAT IS THE AGE RANGE

          13  THAT YOU PLAN A PLAYGROUND FOR?

          14       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THIS ONE CLEARLY IS

          15  YOUNGER TO EIGHT YEARS OLD, WHERE WE REALLY

          16  SEE THAT THERE IS A LOT OF PLAY FEATURES AND

          17  LOOSE PARTS THERE.  ONE SIDE IS PERHAPS A

          18  LITTLE MORE ACTIVE, AND THE OTHER SIDE IS A

          19  LITTLE LESS ACTIVE.  THERE IS SOME DIVISION

          20  THAT TODDLERS CAN PLAY INDEPENDENTLY IN THE

          21  SAND.  WE ALSO HOPE THIS PLAYGROUND WILL

          22  PROMOTE INTERGENERATIONAL PLAY, SOCIAL PLAY.

          23       >>MS. RUPLE:  THE PLUS I SEE, IT'S A

          24  LOW STIM ENVIRONMENT, LOOKING AT ESPECIALLY

          25  IN OUR AREA, IT'S GOT A PART THAT HAS 10
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           1  DIFFERENT THINGS TO CLIMB ON.

           2     BECAUSE PARENTS WITH CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

           3  AND SPECIAL NEEDS, IT LOOKS LIKE THIS PARK

           4  IS ABLE TO BE MODIFIED SO YOU COULD BE

           5  QUIET.

           6       >>MR. MAURO:  WELL, THAT'S ONE OF THE

           7  THINGS THAT'S RELIANT ON THE LOOSE PARTS

           8  CONCEPT, AND PART OF IT, AND PART OF THE

           9  PLAY WORKER PROGRAM IS TO CONTINUALLY TRY TO

          10  DEVELOP MORE, UPDATE, AND ADAPT TO SUIT THE

          11  NEEDS.

          12     WE ORIGINALLY WANTED TO GET UP TO THAT

          13  12-YEAR-OLD AGE GROUP, AND, FRANKLY,

          14  12-YEAR-OLDS, 11 AND 12-YEAR-OLDS, THEY'RE

          15  NOT REALLY WANTING TO PLAY ON PLAYGROUNDS.

          16  THEY'LL GO HANG OUT, MAYBE, BUT IT'S REALLY

          17  CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE THEY COULD

          18  BRING THEIR OWN THINGS AND PLAY THERE,

          19  ESPECIALLY WITH YOUNGER SIBLINGS.

          20     AND WE'RE TRYING TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT

          21  THAT'S INTERESTING ENOUGH SO THAT A PARENT

          22  COULD BRING IN AN OLDER AND YOUNGER CHILD,

          23  BUT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO WORK IN ORDER TO

          24  COME UP WITH THE LOOSE PARTS CONCEPT SO

          25  THEY'RE GOING TO KEEP THE 11 AND
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           1  12-YEAR-OLDS INTERESTED.

           2       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE LOOSE PARTS I

           3  THINK AND THE DYNAMIC OF THE PLAY WORKER

           4  ALLOWS US TO BE --

           5       >>MR. WOOD:  YOU MISSED THE CARTOON.

           6  THESE ARE REALLY SMALL BUILDINGS.

           7  (LAUGHTER.)

           8       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE DYNAMIC OF HAVING

           9  THE LOOSE PARTS PLAY WORKER GIVES US A

          10  CHANCE TO BE AN EVOLVING PLAYGROUND.  SO

          11  IT'S NOT LIKE, HERE'S YOUR PLAYGROUND, LIVE

          12  WITH IT.  BUT HERE'S A PLAYGROUND THAT AS

          13  THE CHILDREN'S NEEDS EVOLVE, THEY CAN CHANGE

          14  WITH THE PLAYGROUND, AND THE PLAY WORKER

          15  HOPEFULLY WILL BE ATTUNED TO THE WHOLE RANGE

          16  OF KIDS AND SEE WHAT THEIR NEEDS ARE.

          17     WE SEE CHILDREN COMING TO THE SOUTH

          18  STREET SEAPORT AS PART OF AN EDUCATIONAL

          19  GROUP.  IT COULD BE THE MORNINGS.  EACH TIME

          20  THEY CAN GEAR FOR THE KIDS EVERY DAY.  SO

          21  THERE ARE VARIABLES THAT ALLOW THIS TO

          22  MODIFY AND CHANGE OVER TIME AS THEY SEE WHAT

          23  THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN ARE.

          24       >>MR. MAURO:  AND THERE'S A WHOLE

          25  SOCIAL AND PROGRAMMING PORTION ANALOGOUS TO
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           1  THE PLAYGROUND DESIGN PORTION THAT'S GOING

           2  TO HAVE TO BE DEVELOPED AS TO WHAT HAPPENS

           3  AT THIS PLAYGROUND BEFORE IT GOES TO

           4  CONSTRUCTION, TOO.

           5       >>MS. RUBIN:  COULD YOU GO OVER THE

           6  CROW'S NEST AGAIN FOR ME?

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE CROW'S NEST IS THE

           8  ONE TALL FEATURE THAT IS INACCESSIBLE.

           9  WHERE ARE ALL THE RENDERINGS?  THAT DOES

          10  ALLOW CHILDREN TO GET A TALL VIEW, BUT WE

          11  ALSO THOUGHT WE NEEDED TO CREATE -- WE

          12  WANTED ANOTHER ANALOGOUS TALL VIEW PLACE

          13  THAT IS THE RAMP ITSELF.  SO YOU CAN COME UP

          14  IN THE RAMP, ALSO LOOK BACK AT THE TALL

          15  SHIPS, GET A VIEW TO THE CITY.

          16     SO THERE ARE TWO PLACES, THE CROW'S NEST,

          17  CROCK-A-BLOCK, FULL OF PROGRAMS, AN OFFICE

          18  HERE FOR THE OFFICE FOR THE PLAY WORKER,

          19  STORAGE FOR THE SMALLER PIECES, AND THERE'S

          20  A STAIR THAT TAKES YOU UP AND LOOKS OUT TO

          21  THE WHOLE SURROUNDING AREA, AND LET ME BRING

          22  YOU A RENDERING OF THAT AS WELL.

          23       >>MS. RUBIN:  I THINK YOU HAVE A

          24  PERISCOPE, AND I URGE YOU TO MAKE SURE IT'S

          25  LEVEL FOR THE KIDS.  DOWN AT JAMES STREET
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           1  THEY HAVE THEM UP HERE, SO KIDS END UP

           2  CLIMBING ONTO THE WOOD AND YOU GO, PLEASE,

           3  PARENT, GO GRAB THAT KID.  SO IF YOU MAKE

           4  SURE THEY'RE AT A LEVEL --

           5       >>MS. OPEL:  OH YEAH.

           6       >>MS. RUBIN:  YOU'D BE SURPRISED.

           7       >>MS. OPEL:  WE ARE MORE THAN REGULAR

           8  PARKS GEARED TOWARDS KIDS, SO WE ARE TRYING

           9  TO ACCOMMODATE KIDS MORE THAN ADULTS.

          10       >>MR. CROFT:  YOU'D BE SURPRISED.

          11       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE PERISCOPES ON THE

          12  RAMP ITSELF DOES GIVE YOU A CHANCE, KIDS

          13  HEIGHT, TO LOOK BACK HERE.  THE CROW'S NEST

          14  WILL NOT HAVE ANY PERISCOPES.  IT'S A

          15  VIEWING PLATFORM TO GET A TALL VIEW, AND

          16  THIS IS THE ONE THAT HAS MORE FEATURES AND

          17  PIECES ATTACHED TO IT.

          18       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  NOW, SLOPING

          19  GRADATION?

          20       >>MR. CROFT:  SLOPING GRADATION.

          21       >>MS. RUBIN:  THE CROW'S NEST IS NOT

          22  GOING TO BE ACCESSIBLE.  IT SITS ABOVE ALL

          23  OF THE FACILITIES, LIKE THE BATHROOM AND

          24  EVERYTHING ELSE, AND SO YOU HAVE TO BE ABLE

          25  TO CLIMB STEPS TO GET UP TO IT, BUT AT THE
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           1  OTHER END WHERE THE AMPHITHEATER IS GOING TO

           2  HAVE --

           3       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE A RAMP AROUND THAT

           4  SIDE TO GET A DIFFERENT VIEW.

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  HERE'S THE CROW'S

           6  NEST, THE HIKE HERE, AND THIS RAMP HERE ARE

           7  BOTH THE TWO TALL SPOTS IN THE PLAYGROUND.

           8  THIS ONE IS A LITTLE TALLER, BUT THIS ONE

           9  HAS THE FEATURES OF THE PERISCOPES.  THIS

          10  ONE, BY THE FACT OF HAVING TO WALK

          11  UNDERNEATH IT, SURFACES THERE, IT WILL HAVE

          12  TO BE 8, 9 FEET AND THIS ONE LANDMARK IS TOO

          13  TALL, ALSO GETTING THE RAMP UP THERE, 5 FEET

          14  6.

          15       >>MS. RUBIN:  SOMEWHERE IN THIS PARK

          16  YOU HAVE A GREEN SURFACE.  WHAT IS THAT

          17  SURFACE?

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THAT'S A SURFACE THAT

          19  WE'RE STILL DEBATING AND LOOKING AT.  WE

          20  HAVE SOME PLAY ADVOCATES WHO WANT REAL

          21  GRASS, AND THEN WE WERE ALSO LOOKING AT A

          22  SYNTHETIC MATERIAL, WHICH SEEMED TO BE --

          23  THIS IS THE AREA WE'RE TALKING ABOUT RIGHT

          24  HERE (INDICATING.)  AND THIS IS ALSO A PLACE

          25  WHERE THEY CAN BRING OUT LOOSE PARTS, PIPES,
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           1  PUT TOGETHER DIFFERENT LOOSE PARTS PIECES,

           2  LIKE PIPE CONNECTORS, TUBES, AND RIGHT NOW

           3  WE'RE STILL UP IN THE AIR AS TO WHETHER WE

           4  SHOULD TRY TO GET A GRASS OR SYNTHETIC.

           5       >>MS. RUBIN:  WHAT WOULD BE A

           6  SYNTHETIC?  WOULD IT BE FIELD TURF OR

           7  SOMETHING LIKE THAT?

           8       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I WAS THINKING RUBBER.

           9  WE'VE BEEN LOOKING AT FIELD TURF.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  PLEASE NOT FIELD STUFF.

          11       >>MR. CROFT:  THERE'S A LOT OF ISSUES

          12  WITH VOC'S AND WE'RE UNFORTUNATELY HAVING TO

          13  GO THROUGH A LOT OF ISSUES WITH THIS.

          14       >>MR. WOOD:  WHAT ARE VOC'S?

          15       >>MR. CROFT:  VOLATILE ORGANIC

          16  COMPOUNDS.

          17       >>MS. MASSI:  THE TURF HAS TOO MANY

          18  CHEMICALS.

          19       >>MR. MAURO:  RUBBERIZED SAFETY

          20  SURFACING OR A BOARD AND PLAY STYLE SAFETY

          21  SURFACING, BASICALLY RUBBER.

          22       >>MS. RUBIN:  WE'RE JUST TOTALLY

          23  AGAINST FIELD TURF.  IT'S A RUG AND IT'S

          24  VERY DIFFICULT.

          25       >>MR. MAURO:  AND THAT HAS MORE TO DO
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           1  WITH THE PILE DEPTH AND THE STYLE OF THE

           2  SURFACE.

           3       >>MS. RUBIN:  IT'S A RUG AND IT'S A

           4  CHEMICAL AND IT HEATS TO 10 TO 20 DEGREES

           5  WARMER THAN SURFACES.  IF YOU HAVE KIDS,

           6  THEY'RE GOING TO BE BREATHING THOSE

           7  CHEMICALS MORE THAN YOU OR I, BECAUSE WE'RE

           8  UP HERE AND THEY'RE DOWN THERE.  SO YOU

           9  REALLY DON'T WANT THEM ON A CHEMICAL

          10  SURFACE.  I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS SOME

          11  TALK ABOUT LEGAL ACTION AGAINST FIELD TURF

          12  BEING USED.  I DON'T KNOW.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I THINK IF WE HAD A

          14  PREFERENCE, WE PROBABLY WOULD NOT USE

          15  SYNTHETIC TURF BECAUSE IT HAS SO MANY

          16  NEGATIVES APART FROM THOSE, BUT ALSO OTHER

          17  NEGATIVES WE'VE COME INTO.

          18     WE'RE ALSO LOOKING AT DEVELOPING THIS

          19  AREA TO PERHAPS HAVE SOME PLANTERS FOR HERBS

          20  OR THINGS TO GROW THERE.  SO IT WILL BE

          21  GROWING, A CHANCE FOR KIDS TO INTERACT WITH

          22  LEVEL LOOSE PARTS BUT ALSO TO MAKE PLANTS

          23  GROW.

          24       >>MS. RUBIN:  THEN YOU HAVE TO WORRY

          25  ABOUT ALLERGIES.  I'M SORRY.
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           1       >>MR. RICHARDS:  ALLERGIES FOR HERBS?

           2       >>MS. RUBIN:  THIS COMES UP, AND I'M A

           3  BEARER OF BAD TIDINGS, SORRY, BUT I KNOW

           4  YOU'RE TALKING HERBS AND THAT'S PROBABLY

           5  FINE, BUT SOMETIMES PLANTINGS, FLOWERS,

           6  GRASS, TREES, YOU HAVE --

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S A VERY LIMITED

           8  PLANTING THAT WOULD CHANGE YEARLY, AND THE

           9  THOUGHT WOULD BE THERE COULD BE SOME

          10  PLANTERS ALONG THE FENCE THAT GIVE CHILDREN

          11  A CHANCE TO GROW THINGS.

          12       >>MS. RUBIN:  THAT'S AN EXCELLENT IDEA.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I THINK THE MOST

          14  BENIGN MIGHT BE HERBS, THYME.

          15       >>MS. RUBIN:  ALLERGIES.

          16       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I SUFFER FROM

          17  ALLERGIES.

          18       >>MR. CROFT:  THE UNITED STATES PARKS

          19  DEPARTMENT HAS PUT IN SENSORY PLANTS, WHICH

          20  IS A NICE FEATURE.  IT'S COOL.  IT'S A NICE

          21  THING.

          22       >>MS. OPEL:  THAT WAS ALL IN THAT.

          23  THIS ENTIRE AREA RIGHT NOW IS ONLY

          24  REPRESENTED BY DOTS.  THE IDEA IS THERE IS

          25  GOING TO BE DIFFERENT SURFACES ON THE
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           1  GROUND, DIFFERENT SURFACES THAT ARE HIGHER

           2  UP, SOME THINGS YOU TOUCH AND SOME DIFFERENT

           3  TEXTURE.  SO THAT'S ANOTHER PROPORTION THAT

           4  IS UNDER INVESTIGATION RIGHT NOW.

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THEY'RE INTERESTED IN

           6  TODDLERS HAVING DIFFERENT TACTILE SURFACES

           7  TO TOUCH, TO HEAR THE SOUNDS, AND I THINK

           8  ALSO, AGAIN, RELATE TO ALL KIDS JUST

           9  TOUCHING DIFFERENT SURFACES.  WE'RE LOOKING

          10  TO CREATE THAT IN THAT ZONE RIGHT THERE.

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  WHY DON'T YOU TALK A

          12  LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

          13  DIRECTION WE WANT TO GO WITH DEVELOPMENT OF

          14  THE SOUND ELEMENTS?  AND YOU TALKED ABOUT

          15  TUBES AND SO FORTH, BECAUSE WE REALLY

          16  HAVEN'T TOUCHED ON THAT.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE HAVE TWO PIECES

          18  HERE.  ONE, THERE IS A FENCE ALONG HERE, AND

          19  THERE IS ALSO A PLACE HERE THAT WE'RE

          20  THINKING COULD BE A PLACE KIDS CAN BRING

          21  TUBES AND MAKE CONNECTIONS THAT FIT DOWN IN

          22  THE GROUND AND START BUILDING SOMETHING UP

          23  ALONG THE FENCE, COULD BE THE WHISPERING

          24  FENCE AND THE LISTENING FOREST FOR SOUND

          25  SENSORY AREAS, AND BUILD IT UP WITH TUBES
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           1  AND LISTEN AND HEAR OTHER SOUNDS ALONG THAT

           2  WAY.  WE IMAGINE THAT THE FENCE ITSELF COULD

           3  BE A PLACE WHERE AN ARTIST CAN PARTNER AND

           4  COLLABORATE WITH US TO CREATE A DISTINCTIVE

           5  PIECE ALONG THAT SIDE.  THERE IS ALSO THE

           6  FACING OF THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT.  IT'S A

           7  PLACE THAT'S UNDER DEVELOPMENT.

           8     WE DON'T HAVE ALL THE DETAILS FOR THIS,

           9  BUT WE'RE SORT OF SEEING THIS AS ONE SIDE, A

          10  LOOSE PART OF -- (LAUGHTER.) FIELD OF

          11  SMALLER THINGS WHERE THEY CAN MAKE

          12  CONNECTIONS, AND MAKE SOUNDS, AND THEN THE

          13  OTHER PART BEING A FENCE THAT ALSO HAS

          14  LISTENING ASPECTS TO IT.

          15     OF COURSE, WE LOVE THAT IT KIND OF

          16  CONNECTS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE MAZE OF SOUND

          17  THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE PLACE, BUT WE PROBABLY

          18  WILL HAVE A FEW SELECT SOUNDS AND

          19  CONNECTIONS BEING MADE.  IT'S SORT OF LIKE

          20  THE BLUE MAN GROUP SHOW TUBES, OUR OWN

          21  LITTLE VERSION OF TUBES.

          22     YOU SEE IT KIND OF SKETCHILY SHOWN IN

          23  SOME OF OUR RENDERINGS BECAUSE IT'S STILL

          24  UNDER DEVELOPMENT HERE, AND HERE'S WHERE I

          25  THINK THAT ALSO INPUT IS NEEDED, AND I'LL

                                                         57

           1  PASS THIS AROUND.

           2     WE ARE GOING TO BE BUYING THINGS, SIMPLE

           3  THINGS, LIKE SHOVELS AND BUCKETS FOR KIDS TO

           4  PLAY WITH, BUT THEN WE'LL ALSO BE MAKING A

           5  FEW SPECIALIZED PIECES, PARTICULARLY THAT

           6  CONNECT THE LOCAL, THE SLICING DEVICES FOR

           7  THE WATER, THE SAND AND BUILDING BLOCKS

           8  PORTIONS IN THE CENTER.  SO THIS SHOWS OUR

           9  IDEAS FOR THE MOMENT.  AND HERE'S A PLACE

          10  WHERE CHANGE AND EVOLVING INPUT CAN BE

          11  ONGOING.

          12       >>MS. RUPLE:  HAVING WORKED IN A

          13  PLAYGROUND FOR YEARS, I WOULD SUGGEST YOU

          14  SECURE PROPER SPACE TO CLEAN ALL THIS

          15  EQUIPMENT, BECAUSE THAT WAS ALWAYS A BIG

          16  ISSUE.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YOU SEE, SOME OF IT

          18  WILL BE COMING IN AND OUT AS MATERIALS THAT

          19  WILL GET DIRTY, THEY'LL REPLACE, RECYCLE

          20  MATERIAL.  WE'RE GOING TO PARTNER WITH

          21  CENTER FOR THE ARTS, WHO HAS A WAREHOUSE

          22  FULL OF MATERIAL, WITH SOME PIECES THAT WE

          23  WILL HAVE SPECIALLY DESIGNED, AND THEN THE

          24  PLAY WORKER WILL BE INVOLVED IN COLLECTING,

          25  AND EVOLVING AS THE NEEDS CHANGE.

                                                         58

           1       >>MR. MAURO:  WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO

           2  HAVE BASIC HOSE BIBS AND CONNECTIONS FOR

           3  GENERAL CLEANUP.  THERE SHOULD BE EASILY THE

           4  ABILITY TO HOSE THINGS DOWN AND WASH THEM

           5  DOWN.

           6       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE THOSE.  INCLUDING

           7  THE KIDS, YES.

           8       >>MR. CROFT:  ESPECIALLY THE CHILDREN.

           9       >>MR. MAURO:  AND THEY'LL BE ABLE TO DO

          10  IT THEMSELVES, TOO, WITH THE PUMP SPIGOTS.

          11       >>MS. RUBIN:  THE TURNING STONE, I TAKE

          12  IT, IS NOT GOING TO TAKE MUCH PRESSURE TO

          13  TURN?

          14       >>MS. OPEL:  I THINK IT TAKES LESS

          15  PRESSURE THAN A REGULAR FAUCET IN A

          16  BATHROOM.

          17       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE GLOBE, THE

          18  TOUCHSTONE.

          19       >>MS. RUBIN:  UNDER 5 POUNDS?

          20       >>MS. OPEL:  IT'S MINIMAL.

          21       >>MR. RICHARDS:  AND ALSO THE KIDS WILL

          22  INTERACT TOGETHER, WORK TOGETHER TO TURN

          23  THIS.  CLAUDIA HAS SEEN ONE OF THESE.  IT'S

          24  SIMPLY SITTING ON A BED OF WATER, AND THE

          25  WATER PROVIDES A FRICTIONLESS SURFACE IN

                                                         59

           1  WHICH YOU CAN PUSH AND PULL A VERY LARGE,

           2  HEAVY GRANITE GLOBE.

           3       >>MS. RUBIN:  AND SO A KID IN A

           4  WHEELCHAIR WILL BE ABLE TO GET CLOSE ENOUGH?

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IN A WHEELCHAIR WILL

           6  BE ABLE TO TOUCH IT ALONG WITH EVERYONE

           7  ELSE.  THE CENTERPIECE WILL BE ONE THAT KIDS

           8  TOUCH, LOOK AT, DISPERSE AND GO INTO OTHER

           9  AREAS.  ONE THING WE HAVEN'T TALKED ABOUT IS

          10  UNDERNEATH THE RAMP, OUR ROUTE IS THIS WAY,

          11  RIGHT?

          12       >>MS. OPEL:  YES.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE LOOKING TO HAVE

          14  PLATFORMS AT DIFFERENT HEIGHTS THAT KIDS CAN

          15  CREATE FORTS, BRING -- ONE OF THE LOOSE

          16  PARTS WILL BE FABRIC, MATERIAL, TO MAKE

          17  ENCLOSURES, THEIR OWN SECRETIVE PRIVATE

          18  SPACES THEY CAN TURN AND TRANSFORM THIS INTO

          19  THEIR'S ONLY.  THERE IS AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

          20  THAT BRINGS YOU TO THAT, AND THEN THERE'S

          21  DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PLATFORMS.

          22       >>MR. MAURO:  SO THEY'LL BE LIKE

          23  HIDE-A-HOLES.

          24       >>MR. CROFT:  WAS SHE ASKING ABOUT HOW

          25  THE WATER FEATURES COME?
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           1       >>MS. RUBIN:  THERE'S A STONE.

           2       >>MR. CROFT:  SO ON THE WATER FEATURES

           3  --

           4       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S NOT THE WATER

           5  FEATURE.  IT'S A CENTRAL FEATURE RIGHT HERE

           6  THAT IS A BIG GLOBE THAT SITS ON WATER, AND

           7  YOU CAN TURN THE WHOLE THING IN ANY

           8  DIRECTION THAT THE KIDS DESIRE.

           9       >>MR. CROFT:  AND ON THE WATER FEATURES

          10  THEMSELVES, ARE THEY ON DURING THE HOURS OF

          11  OPERATION OR?

          12       >>MS. OPEL:  THEY CAN BE TURNED ON AND

          13  OFF AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PLAY WORKERS,

          14  BUT WE ASSUME THEY WILL BE TURNED ON

          15  SEASONALLY.

          16       >>MR. RICHARDS:  DURING OPERATION.

          17       >>MR. MAURO:  WE USUALLY DO THE

          18  ELECTROSTATIC TOUCH BOLLARDS AND THINGS FOR

          19  KIDS TO ACTIVATE ON THEIR OWN, ACTIVATE

          20  DIFFERENT SPRAY EFFECTS AND EVERYTHING.

          21       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  I KNOW THIS HAS BEEN

          22  DISCUSSED SEPARATELY, THERE ARE SEVERAL

          23  POINTS IN THE PLAYGROUND, LIKE THE BOTTOM OF

          24  THE SLIDE, THE DEEPER PART OF THE WATER

          25  FEATURE, AND THE DEEPER ARE PART OF THE SAND
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           1  FEATURE, WHERE IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL FOR

           2  CHILDREN TO HAVE SOMETHING TO GRAB ONTO TO

           3  PULL THEMSELVES UP TO A STANDING POSITION.

           4       >>MR. RICHARDS:  KIDS LOVE -- WE WERE

           5  LOOKING WITH A LOT OF PLAY EXPERTS AT THE

           6  ABILITY TO SIT DOWN AND LODGE IN THE TREE

           7  TRUNKS, AND THIS CAN BE INCORPORATED IN THIS

           8  AREA, SO IT WILL BE A PLACE TO SIT AND ALSO

           9  PULL THEMSELVES UP.

          10       >>MR. CROFT:  DO YOU WANT MORE OF THOSE

          11  POSITIONS?

          12       >>MS. RUBIN:  BUT THAT'S THE SANDBOX

          13  AREA, RIGHT, WHERE THERE'S SAND?

          14       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IF A CHILD IS

          15  TRANSFERRED OUT OF A TRANSFER POINT OUT OF A

          16  WHEELCHAIR INTO SITTING CLOSER DOWN TO THE

          17  SAND PLAYING IN THE SAND ON ONE OF THESE

          18  SITTING POSITIONS, THERE WILL BE GRAB BARS

          19  THERE TO CLIMB UP.

          20       >>MS. RUPLE:  THINGS LIKE THAT SHOULD

          21  BE WORKED INTO THE ENVIRONMENT.  IT MIGHT BE

          22  AN ART SCULPTURE SO IT WILL BE FUNCTIONAL

          23  ART OR WALL STUFF, RATHER THAN THE GRAB BARS

          24  JUST LAYING THERE.

          25       >>MR. CROFT:  BUT YOU'RE SAYING
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           1  THROUGHOUT, NOT JUST FOR THE SAND.

           2       >>MR. MAURO:  THAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE

           3  AND USEFUL.

           4       >>MS. RUPLE:  WE CAN LOOK AT UNIVERSAL

           5  DESIGN AND KIND OF GET AWAY FROM THE CONCEPT

           6  OF ACCESSIBILITY AND LOOK AT IT MORE AS A

           7  GLOBAL APPROACH WHERE INTEGRATION IS RIGHT

           8  THERE AND FUNCTION IS FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS

           9  TO USE IT.

          10       >>MR. RICHARDS:  A FUN FEATURE OF JUST

          11  HAVING THINGS TO GRAB ON TO.

          12       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  I WAS THINKING ABOUT

          13  A KID COMING BACK ON, ARE THERE PLAY WORKERS

          14  THAT CAN BE TRAINED TO WHAT'S

          15  DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE?

          16       >>MR. CROFT:  ARE THERE PLAY WORKERS

          17  GOING TO BE TRAINED IN SOME OF THESE

          18  DEVELOPMENTAL ISSUES?

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YES, THERE IS A

          20  PROGRAM STARTING AT SARAH LAWRENCE OF PLAY

          21  WORKERS, A WHOLE HISTORY OF PLAY WORKERS

          22  THAT IS PART OF ENGLISH TRADITION.  SO WE

          23  IMAGINE THAT THESE PLAY WORKERS WILL BE

          24  TRAINED AND DEAL WITH PLAY FOR ALL CHILDREN.

          25       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  LET ME JUST JUMP IN
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           1  ABOUT PLAY WORKERS.  WHEN I STARTED

           2  OVERSEEING ACCESSIBILITY IN THE CAPITAL

           3  PROJECTS AND NOW I'M ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

           4  FOR RECREATION AND HAVE BEEN WORKING A

           5  LITTLE BIT WITH MARK IN YOUR FIRM, BUT WE

           6  ACTUALLY HAVE A POSITION, AND HAVE FOR

           7  SEVERAL YEARS, CALLED 'PLAYGROUND

           8  ASSOCIATE.'  AND WE DO STATION OVER A

           9  HUNDRED WORKERS IN PLAYGROUNDS EVERY SUMMER,

          10  AND BASICALLY THEY ARE THERE TO ASSIST

          11  CHILDREN PLAY IN THE PLAYGROUND.

          12     I'VE LEARNED IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS A LOT

          13  ABOUT THIS CONCEPT, AND MET PENNY AND GONE

          14  THROUGH HER TRAINING, AND WHAT WE HOPE TO DO

          15  IS START TO BRING THIS CONCEPT MORE INTO THE

          16  TRAINING OF THE HUNDRED PLUS PLAYGROUND

          17  ASSOCIATES WE HAVE, SO WHEN THIS PLAYGROUND

          18  IS UNVEILED, WE DON'T HAVE TO GO THROUGH

          19  SUCH A UNIQUE TRAINING PROCESS.  IT'S A

          20  GREAT IDEA.

          21     WE DO HAVE CLEANING AND VANDALISM

          22  CONCERNS, BUT WE DO REGULARLY OVER THE

          23  SUMMER PUT OUT BALLS AND KNOCK HOCKEY AND

          24  CRAFTS IN OUR PLAYGROUNDS.  SO THIS IS

          25  PERFECT.  OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS OR SO
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           1  WHILE ROCKWELL IS BUILDING THE PLAYGROUND,

           2  WE HAVE THE AVENUE TO START SUPPLEMENTING

           3  THE TRAINING WE GIVE TO THESE CURRENT

           4  WORKERS SO WE'RE READY WHEN THIS OPENS.

           5     IT'S GREAT TO HAVE THE UNIQUE PLAYGROUND,

           6  BUT WE HAVE 991 FACILITIES THAT HAVE OPEN

           7  PLAY SPACES THAT CAN CERTAINLY INCORPORATE

           8  THIS.  WE'VE STARTED TO DO STUFF WITH HOME

           9  DEPOT AND PIPES, AND WE'RE EXPERIMENTING ON

          10  OUR OWN.  SO I WOULD HOPE -- WE'VE BEEN

          11  TALKING TO PENNY A LOT.  I'VE BEEN TO -- IS

          12  IT THE TOWN AND COUNTRY SCHOOL?

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YES.

          14       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  AND IT'S JUST

          15  INTERESTING HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE DOING THIS.

          16  SO THAT'S THE LONG VERSION OF, YES, THEY

          17  WILL BE TRAINED.

          18       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE'S ALSO A HISTORY

          19  IN THE TRADITION OF THE PARKS OF HAVING PLAY

          20  ASSOCIATES.  THEY WERE ALWAYS A PART, AND

          21  THE PERSON YOU EXPECTED TO FIND THERE.  IT'S

          22  NOW A PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATE, REALLY MEANT TO

          23  HELP FACILITATE THE PLAY, NOT TO GIVE THEM

          24  INSTRUCTIONS, NOT TO BE A COUNSELLOR, NOT TO

          25  BE A DAY CARE WORKER.  THE PLAY IS SUPPOSED
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           1  TO BE SELF-INITIATED.  IT'S ALL ABOUT

           2  SELF-INITIATION BY THE CHILDREN THEMSELVES,

           3  AND THEY'RE THERE TO HELP GET THE KIDS

           4  STARTED, ASSESS ANY RISK AND ALSO SEE WHAT

           5  THE NEEDS ARE.

           6       >>MR. CROFT:  I JUST WANT TO ADD A

           7  THING, ACTUALLY, JUST TO ADD TO WHAT NANCY

           8  WAS SAYING.  IT'S ACTUALLY A RELATIVELY NEW

           9  CONCEPT THAT WE DON'T HAVE PLAY WORKERS IN

          10  ALL OF OUR PLAYGROUNDS, SINCE THE VERY FIRST

          11  DAY THAT ANY PLAYGROUND WAS BUILT IN NEW

          12  YORK CITY, THE LATE 1800'S, THE VERY FIRST

          13  DAY, NO PLAYGROUNDS WERE BUILT UNLESS YOU

          14  HAD A PLAY WORKER, AND WE USED TO HAVE OVER

          15  4,000 RECREATION WORKERS IN NYC.  WE'VE LOST

          16  99.7 PERCENT.

          17       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  WHEN I WAS A KID FIVE

          18  YEARS AGO, WE KNEW IN JACKSON HEIGHTS WHEN

          19  THE FLAG WENT UP THE FLAG POLE THE 'PARKY'

          20  WAS THERE, AND THIS WAS SOMETHING -- I WANT

          21  TO SAY IT'S SIX YEARS AGO, THE YEARS ARE

          22  FLYING BY, PROBABLY 10 YEARS AGO -- THAT WE

          23  DID BRING THIS BACK.  IT IS SOMEONE THAT

          24  DOES A VERY SMALL AMOUNT OF MAINTENANCE WORK

          25  AND THEN IS THERE FOR THE KIDS.  AND SOME OF
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           1  THEM HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR A WHILE AND SOME

           2  COME AND GO.  I THINK SOME PROBABLY USE THIS

           3  CONCEPT AND OTHERS COULD CERTAINLY BE

           4  TRAINED IN IT, BUT I THINK IT'S A GREAT

           5  THING.

           6     I'VE DONE MAINTENANCE FOR YEARS IN THE

           7  PARKS AND WE'RE ALWAYS SAYING, IT'S THE

           8  WATER FOUNTAIN AND THE SANDBOX THAT THE KID

           9  IS CONSTANTLY TAKING THE SAND INTO THE WATER

          10  FOUNTAIN AND YOU'RE SAYING, NO, DON'T CLOG

          11  UP THE WATER FOUNTAIN, AND THAT'S WHAT THE

          12  KID WANTS TO DO.  THIS IS WHAT'S ALLOWING

          13  THEM TO DO THAT, WHERE THEY CAN ACTUALLY

          14  HAVE A PLACE TO PUT THEIR HANDS IN THE WATER

          15  AND PLAY IN THE SAND.  SO I'M READY, BRING

          16  IT ON.

          17       >>MS. RUBIN:  NANCY, WHEN YOU TRAIN

          18  THESE PEOPLE, HOW MUCH EFFORT IS GIVEN TO

          19  TRAIN THEM WORKING WITH CHILDREN WITH

          20  DIFFERENT DISABILITIES?

          21       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  WELL, WE'RE ALREADY --

          22  ACTUALLY, IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS, WE'RE

          23  ALREADY PARTNERING WITH AN ORGANIZATION IN

          24  NEW YORK CITY.  IF I HAD A SECOND LOOK

          25  THROUGH MY NOTEBOOK, I CAN TELL WHO YOU IT
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           1  IS.  AND WE'VE BEEN SENDING OUR RECREATION

           2  STAFF, SOME OF WHOM ARE WINTER PLAYGROUND

           3  ASSOCIATES, ALTHOUGH WE DON'T HAVE MANY, TO

           4  THEIR CLASSES, BECAUSE WE DID START TO

           5  REALIZE, WE HAVE A PLAYGROUND FOR ALL

           6  CHILDREN.  AND WE WANT TO MAKE SURE WHEN

           7  WE'RE HAVING A SPECIAL EVENT AT THE

           8  PLAYGROUND FOR ALL CHILDREN, WE'RE REACHING

           9  OUT TO ALL AUDIENCES, AND WHEN WE'RE HAVING

          10  RIBBON CUTTINGS AT ANY PLAYGROUND, WE'RE

          11  REACHING OUT TO ALL AUDIENCES, AND THAT OUR

          12  PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATES ARE PREPARED TO PLAY

          13  WITH ANY CHILD.

          14       >>MR. WOOD:  DOES THAT SOUND LIKE

          15  ALTERNATIVES FOR CHILDREN?

          16       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  YES.

          17       >>MR. CALISE:  YES.

          18       >>MR. WOOD:  WHY AREN'T THEY HERE?

          19       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  YEAH, I'VE HAD A LOT

          20  OF CONVERSATIONS WITH YOU, AND WE'VE BEEN

          21  ENROLLING OUR STAFF IN HIS SEMINARS.

          22       >>MS. OPEL:  ALSO, WE'VE BEEN TALKING

          23  TO PENNY WILSON, WHO HAS BEEN OR WHO USED TO

          24  BE A FULL-TIME PLAY WORKER AT A PLAYGROUND

          25  IN SOUTH LONDON FOR CHILDREN WITH
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           1  DISABILITIES.  SO I'M SURE THAT SHE WILL,

           2  WITH ALL OF US, WORK ON INCLUDING EVERYONE.

           3       >>MS. RUBIN:  BECAUSE WE'RE SEEING

           4  PEOPLE, WELL, DIFFERENT ADULT AGES, WHO HAVE

           5  NEVER BEEN ON A PLAYGROUND WHERE THEY HAVE

           6  BEEN INTEGRATED.  SO IT WOULD BE GREAT AS

           7  THE STAFF IS TRAINED TO HELP KIDS.

           8     WE HAD SOMEBODY IN HIS THIRTIES WHO WENT

           9  TO A PLAYGROUND FOR ALL, FIRST TIME SEEING

          10  PLAY EQUIPMENT, AND THEY COULDN'T GET HIM

          11  OFF OF THE PLAY EQUIPMENT.  THEY HAD TO

          12  CLOSE THE PARK WITH HIM ON IT.  NO, JUST

          13  JOKING.  (LAUGHTER.)  SO THIS IS WONDERFUL.

          14       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  THAT'S WHY WE DON'T

          15  LET VICTOR OUT IN THE FIELD MUCH BECAUSE WE

          16  CAN'T GET HIM OUT OF THE PLAYGROUND.

          17  (LAUGHTER.)

          18       >>MS. RUBIN:  WHERE YOU HAVE THEM PUT

          19  STROLLERS AND SEATING FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS,

          20  BESIDES THAT, WHEN YOU HAVE THIS SEATING

          21  AREA OVER HERE, YOU HAVE BENCHES WITHOUT

          22  SEATING FOR --

          23       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THIS AREA HERE IS A

          24  CHANCE TO SIT DOWN, TO OBSERVE AND WATCH THE

          25  CHILDREN, BUT ONCE YOU'RE INSIDE THE PLAY
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           1  AREA ITSELF, THEN THE SEATING IS A PART OF

           2  WHERE THE CHILDREN ARE.  YOU ARE PART OF THE

           3  CHILDREN.  WHEREVER THEY ARE SITTING, YOU

           4  ARE SEATED.  THAT'S SEATING OUTSIDE THE

           5  PLAYGROUND.

           6       >>MS. RUBIN:  AND YOU DON'T HAVE ANY

           7  SPACES WITH CHILDREN IN THE WHEELCHAIRS?

           8       >>MR. WOOD:  I WOULD GO ON THE LEVEL

           9  BELOW THAT.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  THIS IS ON THE OUTSIDE.

          11       >>MR. MAURO:  IT'S LIKE A CONTINUOUS

          12  LIP.

          13       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT ACTUALLY HAS

          14  DIFFERENT HEIGHTS.  THE SEATS HAVE DIFFERENT

          15  HEIGHTS GOING UP AND DOWN.  BECAUSE IT HAS

          16  THIS MODULATING CHARACTER, WE COULD JUST

          17  DROP A FEW PLACES OUT.

          18       >>MS. MASSI:  PUT ARMS ON THE BENCHES.

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  RIGHT NOW, IT'S ONE

          20  LONG BIG BENCH.

          21       >>MS. MASSI:  BECAUSE SOME PEOPLE NEED

          22  ASSISTANCE.

          23       >>MR. CROFT:  TO TRANSFER GOING INTO

          24  THE BENCHES.

          25       >>MS. MASSI:  GOING DOWN, SAY FOR
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           1  SOMEBODY WHOSE HAD A STROKE.

           2       >>MR. CROFT:  THAT'S WHAT WE'RE

           3  ALLOCATING ON THE BENCHES, BUT NOT SPACE

           4  NEXT TO IT.

           5       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'RE ARCHITECTS,

           6  DESIGNERS, WE SEE RULES, WE FOLLOW RULES AND

           7  CODES, BUT THE ISSUE OF GLOBAL UNIVERSALITY,

           8  IT'S NOT JUST ABOUT FOLLOWING THE RULES, BUT

           9  THE WHOLE FAMILY COMING TOGETHER AS UNIT

          10  WHERE IT MIGHT BE ONE CHILD HAS DIFFERENT

          11  DIFFICULTIES THAN ANOTHER, HOW -- CAN YOU

          12  SPEAK TO THAT A LITTLE BIT FOR US TO

          13  UNDERSTAND?  IT'S NOT JUST MAKING SURE WE

          14  HAVE ACCESSIBILITY, BUT HOW ONE FAMILY CAN

          15  COME IN WITH THE CHILD SITTING DOWN.  AMY

          16  FREITAG, SHE'S THE COMMISSIONER OF NEW YORK

          17  PARKS.

          18       >>MR. WOOD:  WE KNOW.

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  SHE TALKED ABOUT IT,

          20  SHE DID A SPEECH IN WASHINGTON D.C. ABOUT

          21  HOW IT'S MORE THAN JUST THE RULES AND WHAT

          22  THE CODES SAID.  IT'S REALLY ABOUT THE TOTAL

          23  FAMILY EXPERIENCE AND HOW DO YOU COMMIT THE

          24  TOTAL FAMILY.  SO I WAS ACTUALLY LOOKING FOR

          25  A TRANSCRIPT OF HER SPEECH.
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           1       >>MS. MASSI:  YOU CAN'T FORCE THAT.

           2  SOME FAMILIES ARE GOING TO BE SHY.  CHILDREN

           3  ARE SHY, EVEN IF THEY'RE DISABLED OR NOT

           4  DISABLED.  THE PARENT WILL BRING THE CHILD

           5  THERE, AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS.  I DON'T THINK

           6  SOME THINGS CAN BE SCRIPT.

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WELL, I DON'T THINK

           8  WE'RE LOOKING TO SCRIPT IT.

           9       >>MS. MASSI:  NO, I MEAN SOME THINGS

          10  CANNOT BE PLANNED.

          11       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  YOU CAN CERTAINLY MAKE

          12  IT MORE --

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  FRIENDLY.

          14       >>MS. MASSI:  FIRST OF ALL, IT'S GOING

          15  TO BE SO BEAUTIFUL.  AH, THE KIDS ARE GOING

          16  TO BE LIKE, WOW, AND THEY'RE GOING TO WANT

          17  TO RUN AND DO THIS AND ALL THAT AND TRY

          18  THESE THINGS.

          19       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  THE GUY'S NAME WE'RE

          20  DEALING WITH IS GARY SHULMAN, RESOURCES FOR

          21  CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

          22       >>MR. WOOD:  THAT'S A DIFFERENT GROUP

          23  THAN THE ONE I SAID.

          24       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  BUT IF YOU HAVE OTHER

          25  RESOURCES, WE SEND OUR STAFF TO TRAINING.
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           1  HE'S BEEN GREAT AND OUTGOING TO US.

           2       >>MR. CROFT:  THAT'S ONE POINT.  AN

           3  ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS JUST, AGAIN, IN

           4  LOOKING AT BENCHES, BECAUSE THAT'S SOMETHING

           5  THAT'S OFTEN OVERLOOKED.

           6       >>MR. CARTER-LONG:  PERIODIC SPACES,

           7  MAKE SURE THEY'RE WIDE ENOUGH.  MAKE SURE

           8  THAT PEOPLE CAN BE INCLUDED.  THEY CAN SIT

           9  THERE IF THEY WANT OR IF NOT.

          10       >>MS. RUBIN:  IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE

          11  THAT MANY.

          12       >>MR. RICHARDS:  HERE, I THINK YOU'RE

          13  RIGHT.  WE HAVE SOME HERE, WHICH WE CLEARLY

          14  PLANNED, BUT HERE WE DIDN'T ACTUALLY THINK

          15  ABOUT THAT ONE SO THOROUGHLY.

          16       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  HOW MUCH TURNING

          17  SPACE DO YOU HAVE AT THE TRANSFER POINTS?

          18       >>MR. WOOD:  AT THE TOP OF THE SLIDE?

          19       >>MS. RUBIN:  A 5 FOOT TURNING SPACE.

          20       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S A VERY WIDE RAMP,

          21  AND THERE IS -- WHAT IS IT?

          22       >>MS. OPEL:  THE RAMP, IT'S 5 FEET

          23  THROUGHOUT AND THEN I BELIEVE AT THE VERY

          24  TOP IT'S 8 FOOT 7.

          25       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IN FRONT OF THE RAMP
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           1  --

           2       >>MS. OPEL:  5 FOOT HERE, 5 FOOT THERE,

           3  WIDENS DOWN HERE, 8 FOOT, 7 INCHES, SO YOU

           4  CAN PASS, LOOK THROUGH THE PERISCOPES AND

           5  YOU CAN STILL PASS.

           6       >>MR. MAURO:  IT'S GOING TO BE A

           7  ONE-ROOM ACCESSIBLE.

           8       >>MR. CROFT:  SO, AGAIN, JUST, IT WOULD

           9  BE GREAT TO HAVE THE TURNING RADIUS IN

          10  THERE, TOO.

          11       >>MR. WOOD:  IS EVERYBODY OKAY ON TIME?

          12       >>MR. MAURO:  YEAH, I THINK WE'RE SORT

          13  OF HITTING --

          14       >>MS. RUBIN:  I THINK IN THE BATHROOM,

          15  I'M LONG.  I WAS JUST IN ALEXANDER'S

          16  BATHROOM AND SOMEBODY JUST PUT THE GARBAGE

          17  CAN RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE.

          18       >>MR. WOOD:  IT'S ALWAYS THERE.  I

          19  ALWAYS MOVE IT.

          20       >>MS. RUBIN:  YOU REALLY NEED ENOUGH

          21  TURNING SPACE TO BE ABLE TO FRONT TO THE

          22  TOILET AND ALSO A SIDE TRANSFER.  OKAY.

          23       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THERE IS --

          24       >>MS. OPEL:  WE HAVE THAT.

          25       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE HAVE A TURNING
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           1  SPACE IN HERE.  WE COVER THE SPACE, BUT WE

           2  HAVE A 5 FOOT TURNING RADIUS IN THERE.  I

           3  WOULDN'T SAY IT'S THE BIGGEST BATHROOM WE'VE

           4  EVER DONE.

           5       >>MS. RUBIN:  BUT YOU HAVE A TRANSFER

           6  FRONT TO END, SOMEBODY ELSE FROM THE SIDE.

           7       >>MS. OPEL:  THERE IS ALSO GOING TO

           8  BE -- ALONG WITH THE PLANNING OF THE ENTIRE

           9  ESPLANADE, THERE IS GOING TO BE BATHROOMS

          10  PLANNED, CORRECT ME IF I AM WRONG, IN THE

          11  VICINITY THAT MIGHT OFFER LARGER

          12  COMPARTMENTS.

          13       >>MS. RUBIN:  I'M SURE THE PARKS

          14  DEPARTMENT IS DOING MINIMAL, BASICALLY

          15  BECAUSE I DON'T THINK THE PARKS DEPARTMENT

          16  HAS CAUGHT UP OR EVEN ARCHITECTURE'S CAUGHT

          17  UP WITH THERE'S SO MANY OF US IN LARGER

          18  WHEELCHAIRS, AND THEN THEY REALIZE THEY JUST

          19  HAVE THIS FRONT TO TRANSFER AND THEY FORGOT

          20  ABOUT ONLY PEOPLE CAN TRANSFER SIDE TO SIDE.

          21  SO THAT CAME IN.  SO WHEN VICTOR AND

          22  EVERYBODY STARTS LOOKING AT BATHROOMS, AS HE

          23  SAID, THEY'RE LOOKING TO NOT GO WITH

          24  MINIMAL, BUT TRY TO GET THE CONVERSATION AS

          25  A LITTLE LARGER.
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           1       >>MR. CALISE:  AS SPACE ALLOWS.

           2       >>MR. CROFT:  ESPECIALLY THE TURNING

           3  RADIUS STUFF.  WE ACTUALLY HAVE INSPECTED

           4  EVERY SINGLE FACILITY AND WHAT WE'VE FOUND,

           5  EVEN TODAY WHAT THEY'RE DOING, I JUST SAW

           6  ONE IN CENTRAL PARK WHERE THEY ACTUALLY HAVE

           7  THE SPACE TO BUILD MANY OF THEM, AND INSTEAD

           8  OF PUTTING IN ONE THAT HAD A TURNING RADIUS,

           9  YOU CANNOT EVEN GET A WHEELCHAIR IN AND

          10  CLOSE THE DOOR, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE GRAB BARS

          11  THERE, AND THAT'S JUST VERY FRUSTRATING.

          12       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE ONE THING I WOULD

          13  LIKE, JUST CHALLENGE FOR EVERYONE, LOOSE

          14  PARTS, IF YOU COULD THINK ABOUT INSPIRATION

          15  FOR LOOSE PARTS, OTHER ONES THAT HAVEN'T

          16  BEEN IN OUR ATMOSPHERE, LOOSE PARTS TO

          17  IMAGINE TO PLAY FOR ALL CHILDREN,

          18  SUGGESTIONS, WE WELCOME, BESIDES THE

          19  SUGGESTIONS YOU MADE TODAY.

          20       >>MR. RIVAS:  MY ONLY CONCERN ABOUT

          21  LOOSE PARTS, IS THAT LOOSE PLAY TOYS, IS

          22  THAT THEY ARE ALL OVER THE PLACE, AND IF

          23  YOU'RE LOW VISION, YOU'RE WALKING IN A

          24  PLAYGROUND, IT WOULD BE KIND OF NICE IF YOU

          25  KNOW WHERE THINGS ARE, AND IF THINGS ARE
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           1  VERY LOOSE AND ALL OVER THE PLACE, YOU MAY

           2  RUN INTO SOMETHING BECAUSE YOU DON'T EXPECT

           3  IT TO BE THERE.  SO IF YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE

           4  THINGS THAT ARE LOOSE, MAKE THEM DISTINCT

           5  AND OBVIOUS FROM THE WOOD SO THEY CAN BE

           6  SEEN AND RECOGNIZED.

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WE'LL PAINT THEM ALL.

           8       >>MR. MAURO:  BRIGHT COLORS.

           9       >>MS. MASSI:  THE INTERACTION WITH THE

          10  PARENTS WITH THE NON-DISABLED KIDS NOW, THE

          11  PARENTS, VERSUS THE PARENTS WITH THE

          12  DISABLED KIDS, THAT WOULD REALLY BE GOOD.  I

          13  WOULD LIKE THAT.  I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE THAT.

          14  THEY'RE THE ONES THAT HAVE THE PROBLEMS, NOT

          15  THE KIDS.

          16       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  I WAS THINKING ABOUT

          17  THE SAFETY ACCESS OF RUBBERIZED SURFACE.

          18       >>MR. CROFT:  THE SAFETY ACCESS AND THE

          19  RUBBERIZED SURFACE.

          20       >>MR. WINCHESTER:  WHETHER IT WOULD BE,

          21  THAT PLANNING, GOOD FOR ALL.

          22       >>MR. CROFT:  I THINK WHAT YOU'RE

          23  SAYING, THAT'S ACTUALLY A GOOD POINT AS FAR

          24  AS THE SAFETY SURFACING THROUGHOUT.

          25       >>MR. MAURO:  NO, THERE ISN'T.
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           1       >>MR. WOOD:  SO SKATEBOARDS ARE NOT

           2  ALLOWED.

           3       >>MR. MAURO:  NO.  WE WANT TO DO

           4  EVERYTHING WE CAN TO DISCOURAGE

           5  SKATEBOARDING IN THIS PLAYGROUND.  IT'S NOT

           6  HIGH ENOUGH TO PREVENT A KID FROM GETTING IN

           7  THAT'S DETERMINED TO GET IN, BUT WE'RE --

           8       >>MR. RICHARDS:  BECAUSE THERE IS LOOSE

           9  PARTS, LIKE YOU SAID, WE ALSO WANT SOMETHING

          10  TO SLOW KIDS DOWN IN THIS PLAYGROUND.

          11  THERE'S NOT THINGS THAT WILL SPEED UP, LIKE

          12  ROUGH HOUSING AND THAT.  SO HOPEFULLY SOME

          13  OF THE FEATURES ARE ALLOWING KIDS TO SLOW

          14  DOWN AND NOT BE AS FAST, BECAUSE THERE'S

          15  ALWAYS SO MANY THINGS AROUND THERE.

          16       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  AND THERE'S NO WI-FI.

          17       >>MR. RIVAS:  KIDS DON'T SLOW DOWN.

          18       >>MS. RUBIN:  WITH THE AMPHITHEATER,

          19  YOU CAN ALREADY SEE THE KIDS PUSHING AROUND

          20  AND SPEEDING UP AND PASSING EACH OTHER.  SO

          21  YOU'VE ALREADY PICKED THAT AS A SPOT.

          22       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I THOUGHT THEY WOULD

          23  RUN UP AND DOWN THE RAMPS.

          24       >>MS. MASSI:  THAT'S OKAY.  THEY HAVE

          25  TO PLAY.  YOU CAN'T HAVE ALL THESE
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           1  RESTRICTIONS.

           2       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  THE BOLLARD, JUST

           3  MAKE SURE THERE'S ENOUGH ROOM BETWEEN FOR

           4  REALLY WIDE WHEELCHAIRS, SO KIDS CAN'T RUN

           5  IN AND THEN PARENTS BE CAN'T GO AFTER THEM.

           6       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE BOLLARD, THERE

           7  WILL BE A CHAIN BETWEEN THEM.  NO ONE'S

           8  MEANT TO TRAVEL BETWEEN THOSE.  HERE IS ALSO

           9  ANOTHER PLACE TO HELP, BECAUSE THERE IS

          10  TRAFFIC ON SOUTH STREET.

          11       >>MS. OSTREICHER:  WHEREVER PEOPLE

          12  COULD WALK BETWEEN YOU HAVE TO HAVE ENOUGH

          13  ROOM FOR THE WHEELCHAIR.

          14       >>MR. WOOD:  THAT'S A PROBLEM DOWN BY

          15  THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.  IT'S NOT A PARKS

          16  DEPARTMENT, BUT, YES.  YOU NEED TO THINK

          17  ABOUT THAT AT ALL TIMES.

          18       >>MS. RUBIN:  THANK YOU.

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  WELL, WE APPRECIATE

          20  EVERYTHING.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  IT'S

          21  GREAT TO HAVE YOU.

          22       >>MS. MASSI:  THANKS.

          23       >>MS. RUBIN:  WE HAVE A NUMBER OF

          24  THINGS.  DO YOU HAVE A CARD?

          25       >>MR. MAURO:  I CERTAINLY DO.
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           1       >>MR. RICHARDS:  YOU WANT TO FUNNEL IT

           2  THROUGH --

           3       >>MR. WOOD:  THERE'S AN IMAGINATION

           4  PLAYGROUNDS WEB SITE.

           5       >>MS. MASSI:  WHEN IS THIS SUPPOSED TO

           6  MATERIALIZE?

           7       >>MR. RICHARDS:  NEXT FALL.

           8       >>MS. OPEL:  NEXT YEAR IN THE FALL IS

           9  THE OPENING.

          10       >>MS. MASSI:  IT'S GOING TO BE AN

          11  EXCITING TIME.

          12       >>MR. RICHARDS:  THE CONSTRUCTION WILL

          13  START JANUARY.

          14       >>MS. MASSI:  I WANT TO BE AT THE

          15  OPENING.

          16       >>MS. OPEL:  WE'LL SEND YOU AN INVITE.

          17       >>MS. BARTHOLD:  WE ALREADY WROTE YOU

          18  DOWN ON THE INVITATION.

          19       >>MR. CALISE:  ONLY IF I CAN PUSH DOWN

          20  THE RAMP, CAR.

          21       >>MR. MAURO:  I DON'T GET INVITED TO

          22  SOME OF THE OPENINGS OF THE PLAYGROUNDS I'VE

          23  WORKED ON.

          24       >>MR. RICHARDS:  IT'S PART OF THE

          25  GENERAL PLAY WORKER, WE'RE LOOKING TO CREATE
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           1  AN ENDOWMENT THAT WILL PAY FOR UNUSUAL

           2  MAINTENANCE FOR THIS PARK, AS WELL AS A PLAY

           3  WORKER AND THE STAFF NEEDED TO HELP

           4  FACILITATE THIS ONE BECAUSE IT DOES RELY SO

           5  MUCH ON LOOSE PARTS, BUT WE'RE HAVING

           6  SUCCESS FOR THIS RIGHT NOW.  I DON'T KNOW

           7  WHETHER WE'RE PREPARED TO SAY WHERE WE ARE,

           8  BUT I'M PRETTY OPTIMISTIC.

           9       >>MR. MAURO:  IT'S THE DIFFERENCE

          10  BETWEEN A COMMITMENT AND IN THE BAG, SO.

          11       >>MR. CROFT:  I JUST WANTED TO THANK

          12  EVERYONE FOR PARTICIPATING.  THIS IS GREAT.

          13       >>MS. MASSI:  WONDERFUL, YES.

          14       >>MS. RUBIN:  THANK YOU.

          15       >>MS. MASSI:  NOW WE FEEL A PART OF IT.

          16  YOU SEE, THAT'S THE DIFFERENCE.

          17       >>MR. CROFT:  THAT'S TRUE.

          18       >>MS. MASSI:  IT'S NOT AFTER THE FACT.

          19       >>MR. RICHARDS:  I'LL PLACE THESE ON

          20  THE WAY OUT IF YOU WANT TO TAKE A LOOK AT

          21  ANY MORE.   (MEETING ENDED.)
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