Disabilities Network of New York City

Some of the areas of concern that were mentioned at the Transportation meeting on February 8, 2007 are applicable to all policy issues.  I suggest we cover these in the Introduction to the Policy and Budget report.

Universal design is an all-inclusive approach.  When implemented initially, the resulting products and services are immediately usable by everyone.  Should adjustments become necessary to accommodate specific user needs, these are easy to accomplish because adaptability is a built-in feature.  Universal design is cost-effective.

Enforcement of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other laws and regulations pertaining to individuals with a disability should be made a part of every aspect of daily living.  Government entities, elected officials, the business and non-profit sectors need to familiarize themselves with ADA provisions and realize it is their civic duty to uphold the law.  It is the right thing to do.

Disability manifests itself in many different ways, sometimes easily discernible and sometimes not detectable (“hidden”).  It is important to become familiar with the five major groupings and the varying degrees of disability within each group:  physical, blind or visual, deaf or hearing, psychiatric, cognitive.

International access symbols are recognized throughout the world and should be utilized to indicate whether a location, program or service can readily welcome and communicate with individuals who have a disability.  Public events must include this information in advertisements and announcements, rather than force a person to make inquiries repeatedly.

Nothing about us without us.  Disabled individuals, through personal experience and professional accomplishments, are more thoroughly familiar with negotiating the environment than others not in similar circumstances.  With the best intent, decision-makers will overlook important aspects, unless knowledgeable individuals with disabilities are “at the table.”  Everyone involved needs to accept the premise that all ventures are collaborative not adversarial.
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