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March 26, 2007

Tino Hernandez, Chairman
New York City Housing Authority

250 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Hernandez:

On behalf of the Disabilities Network of New York City (DNNYC) and the New York City Housing Coalition for People with Disabilities we are writing to request a meeting with the full Board of the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA).  Both entities requesting this meeting serve New Yorkers with disabilities and work to promote public policies that create and support accessible, affordable and integrated housing opportunities.  

The agenda items of the proposed meeting with NYCHA are the following:

· Money Follows the Person/Olmstead Implementation: shifting policy towards enabling PWDs to live in community-based settings with adequate supports, rather than in institutions;

· Priorities for People with Disabilities: review of statistics and record of placements, as well as cooperation with the registry of accessible housing;

· Section 8 Policies and Procedures: possible set asides for People with Disabilities; and identifying buildings with landlords who accept Section 8 vouchers.

In recent years the New York City housing market has seen dramatic changes which have had a disproportionately adverse impact on the disability community.  As rents rise, subsidies disappear, and landlords "opt-out" of affordable housing programs, the disability community is experiencing a crisis in finding and affording accessible housing.  Apart from the effects of the real estate market, there is also systemic bias that favors people being forced into institutional settings, as opposed to receiving services in the community.

NYCHA has a history of more than 70 years of providing quality, affordable housing to low- and moderate-income New Yorkers.  Given that NYCHA is the largest Public Housing Authority in the United States and the largest landlord in New York City, it is more than logical that we reach out to you with our suggestions concerning the previously explained housing crisis.

In support of this request for a meeting with the NYCHA Board, please find attached a copy of the October 5, 2006 letter from Alphonso Jackson, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.  We look forward to working with you and scheduling this meeting at your convenience. Please contact Thomas K. Small, Esq. at 718-875-1907

Very truly yours,

Thomas K. Small, Esq.


          

Chair, Housing Committee;


          

Disability Policy Agenda, FY2008 

Member, New York City Housing Coalition For People with Disabilities                          

718-875-1907

Disabilities Network of New York City

2 Park Avenue, 2nd floor, NY NY 10016; Tel: 212-251-4071; www.dnnyc.net
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