Feb. 28, 2007 -- Meeting of the Housing Committee 

chaired by Thomas K. Small, Esq; 

attended by NYCHA Commissioner Margarita Lopez, Counsel to the Commissioner, Migdalia Maldonado; Tom Waters, CSS Senior Housing Policy Analyst; Sharon Shapiro, Yad HaChadzakah; Edith Prentiss, 504 Dems; Ted Finkelstein, CCHR; Pamela Bates, 504 North Star Dems; Mesula Francois, 504 North Star; Deonarine Prashad, DIA; Paul Feuerstein, Barrier Free Living & DNNYC Chair; Linda Ostreicher, CIDNY; Sandy Hecker, Consultant; Marvin Wasserman, 504 Dems; Anne Emerman, Gray Panthers; Marcus Johnson, ICS-NYC; Matt Shotkin, NYFAHC; Lawrence Carter-Long & Alexander Wood, DNNYC staff.
 

The purpose of the meeting was to hammer out an advocacy agenda item for the Disability Policy Agenda, FY 2008 around the new Section 8 vouchers being distributed from Feb. May of 2007 for the first time in 12 years. There are 22,000 vouchers available, and 300,000 applicants. Clearly demand is greater than the supply of affordable housing. People are being priced out of the housing market in NYC.
 

People with prior vouchers must contact NYCHA by June 2007, and these will have priority.
 

Re: the new vouchers: who accepts them?
 

All applications must be qualified.
 

Commissioner Lopez says NYCHA is seeking $120 million dollars for 21 developments it manages and owns in NYC (from the Federal government).
 

There are 21 developments (federalized, or no), NYCHA needs 8,400 vouchers, but there are 21,000 units. Advocates were against federalizing the 21 developments, but NYCHA needs to find the shortfall in funds in its budget somewhere, and this, according to Commissioner Lopez, is the most likely solution.
 

The main outcome of the meeting was that the Disabilities Network of NYC should write to NYCHA Chair, Tino Hernandez asking for a meeting with the Board. In the letter should be included ideas for an agenda:
--NYCHA should be aware of "Money Follows the Person,"  support Olmstead implementation, and be aware of the letter from Alfonso Jackson of HUD to Public Housing Authorities (see http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/medicareinitiative.pdf)

--registry of buildings where Section 8 vouchers are accepted; In this letter, Secretary Jackson says: "I encourage all PHAs, under existing authority to set local preferences, to use Public Housing units, Housing Choice Vouchers, and Mainstream Vouchers to join with State Medicaid offices and aging and disability agencies adminsitering Medicaid programs in promoting the Money Folows the Person Rebalancing Initiative. Such promotion would allow both the Department and PHAs, as recipients of Federal Financial Assistance, to meet, in part, our obligations under the Supreme Court, Olmstead decision, to allow services to be provided in the most integrated settings."
--some PWDs with Section 8 vouchers have apartments which are not accessible. How do we improve the responsiveness of the system to improve their quality of life?
 

Goal of meeting with NYCHA is to discuss ways the Network acan work together with NYCHA towards Money Folows the Person, and to discuss set-asides for people with disabilities like the 3,500 Section 8 vouchers set-aside for homeless persons who are survivors fo domestic violence (according to Commissioner Lopez).
 

Also, we agreed at the meeting that we should write Matt Sapolin a letter asking for a meeting to discuss accessible, affordable and integrated housing. What is MOPD doing to create access and act as liaison for City agencies?
 

Contact info and follow-up:
 

For presentations to the disability community from NYCHA on disability: MLo says to contact Eileen/Arlene Campano.
 

Contact info:
Margarita Lopez (212) 306-3421
Migdalia Maldonado (212) 306-8096
 

Margarita also said we should write Rep. Nydia Velasquez re: support for federalizing the 21 developments under NYCHA control, thanking her, to encourage her to persevere.
 

In the discussion after, points touched upon were:
 

Get Independent Budget Office to attest to the fact that DRIE has cost NYC (SCRIE costs approx. $20 million [?]) barely anything, and that therefore parity with SCRIE is imperative. (Anne Emerman)
 

Low Income Housing Tax Credit _ Reps Frank and Rangel_ may help get the federal dollars for affordable, accessible and integrated housing (Tom Waters) Waters says we should support this Fed'l legislation.
 

NYCHA has changed regulations protecting people living with medical emergencies and life threatening conditions, according to Linda Ostreicher of CIDNY (whose sister works at NYCHA). MLo says this is not true.
 

Priscilla Almodovar, NYS Housing Finance Agency, formerly Spitzer Housing Transition team members, may be helpful.
