June 25, 2007 -- Meeting of the Housing Committee at NYCHA

chaired by Thomas K. Small, Esq; 

attended by NYCHA Commissioner Margarita Lopez, Counsel to the Commissioner, Migdalia Maldonado; Doug Apple, General Manager, NYCHA; Christina Curry, Harlem Independent Living Center (& 2 ASL Interpreters); Edith Prentiss, 504 Dems; Paul Feuerstein, Barrier Free Living & DNNYC Chair; Raphael Rivas, BCID; Alexander Wood, DNNYC staff.
 

The purpose of the meeting was to find ways NYCHA and Disabilities Network of NYC members can work together to provide New Yorkers with disabilities better access to apartments. 

The agenda was to discuss the following:

· Money Follows the Person/Olmstead Implementation

· Priorities for People with Disabilities: review of statistics and record of placements, as well as cooperation with the registry of accessible housing;

· Section 8 policies and procedures: possible set asides for PWDs; and identifying buildings with landlords who accept Section 8 vouchers.

Looking for ways to create partnerships?

Meet with NYCHA quarterly, and with other NYC stakeholders: MOPD/DHCR/HUD/HPD/UWNYC/DNNYC/… a Permanent Housing Taskforce of People with Disabilities should be established.

It was emphasized at the meeting that NYCHA cannot create new housing policy without input from and buy-in to establishment of accessible affordable and integrated housing from the Administration. It is vital that we have a meeting with MOPD, send letters to MOPD requesting movement on these issues and outlining a plan for new policy creation and a place in the The New Housing Marketplace

NYCHA administers the Section 8 program for PWDs. Each year 50-75 apartments  are made available by HUD through NYCHA.

Section 202 Housing was created as a safe haven for seniors.

NYCHA has 504 apartments that are not always made available to people with disabilities. Must work with NYCHA to ensure that these apartments are publicized to renters with disabilities.

Doug Apple suggested we have follow-up meetings with NYCHA on the following issues:

a) 504 program

b) Section 8

c) Application process

Fredericka Wilson will be the NYCHA liaison, coordinating DNNYC’s work with NYCHA.

T.K. Small volunteered to write MOPD a letter outlining our hopes to meet and move the housing agenda forward.

Other interesting notes taken on the side:

--504 Coordinator at NYCHA – what is name and contact info?

--Getting people out of Coler-Goldwater and similar facilities is a priority for us.

--Housing Stability Plus is a program that does not work for PWDs.

