Priorities for Changes to Current Draft Code

Please review the following and mark an “X” on the line directly below those issues that are most essential to you.  Please indicate with a “    “ on the line directly below those issues that are of some importance to you.  Please leave blank the line below those issues that DO NOT matter to you.  We will write up talking points for those that are collectively most important to all who respond either to this written list or by e-mail.

1. Ensuring the public availability of the standards and texts of the impending building code (ICC copyright)

    _______

2. Vagueness in definitions, applicability of terms and about who decides their applicability.  For example, reference to the 2003 ICC A117.1, definitions of “circulation path,”  “employee work areas,” “intended to be used as a residence,”  “elevated work areas,” “equipment spaces,” “connected spaces,” who the “owner” is in re. to the owner’s making a choice regarding appliances in 1107.2.3.1,  exception 1 under 1109.2 – toilet and bathing facilities (reached through a private office), what a “narrow space” is, the means of aggregating the total number of unisex toilet and bathing rooms in mixed occupancy buildings, determining when elevator service is provided for the sole purpose of complying with 1107.7.1 through 1107.2.8 for Type B units, elevator service to lower story (1107.7.3)

     _______ 

3. Standards that are less stringent than federal law, e.g., maneuvering clearances at doors to bathrooms (1107.2.1 and Appendix P) (ANSI A117.1-1986, Fig. 25(c) requires 48 inches or state law, (e.g., an exception to the requirement of Assisted Listening Devices (ALDs) in situations where there is no audio amplification systems (1108.2.7) (NYS Public Law, sec. 53))


______

4. Compliance alternatives (in 2003 version of ANSI) and 104.11 of the 2003 IBC

_____

5. There is no visitability provision that would cover smaller R-3s, etc.

_____

6. “Very narrow passageways” are exempted from accessibility (1103.2.8)

_____

7. Accessible route issues regarding site arrival and within a site in 1104.

_____

8. Bathrooms all Ps, unless one Type A (1107.2.2)

_____

9. Kitchens: secondary limited and counters adjustable OR “replaceable” at cost of owner (more costly than adjusting) – disincentive to rent. (1107.2.3.1)

_____

10. Employee work areas: reducing “areas” to “stations” and requiring an accessible “circulation path” and exempting raised areas.



    ______

11. No requirement that all service entrances be accessible and no requirement that entrances adjacent to revolving doors be maintained accessible and  unlocked (1105.1)

_____

12. Accessibility of secondary toilet/bathing rooms (1107.2)

_____

13. R-2 occupancy kitchens and kitchenettes, including accessible controls for appliances re. “Owner’s” choice.

    _____

14. Laundry equipment in R-2 occupancies: when in common areas 1:3 and 2 if 4 or more.  Currently all have to have accessible controls. (E105.3)

_____

15. Accessibility of Adult residential care facilities, which are not required to have “Type B” units  (1107.7.2)

_____

16. Wheelchair spaces in special occupancies (luxury boxes (1108.2.2); their dispersion based on availability of accessible routes (1108.2.4) and lack of availability of Assistive Listening devices (1108.2.7) (See # 3, above)

_____

17. Limitations of public toilets that are single user (unisex)  1109.2.1

_____

18. Courtroom accessibility – holding cells and visiting areas need have one accessible element or cell of each type (1108.4.2 and 1108.4.3) and lifts need not be within the courtroom (1109.7)

_____

19. Service elevators excluded from accessibility requirements (1109.6) 

_____ 

20. Access to check-out aisles, point of sale counters, controls, operating mechanisms, and hardware (1109.12 and 1109.13)

_____

21. Directional and designation signage (1110.2 and E107.2 (tactile signs limited)) (never explicit before)

____

22. Incorporation by reference of the International Existing Building Code, which should be reserved pending review

_____

23. Waiver process: Should MOPD have more than an advisory role?  Is this provision meaningful given the compliance alternatives in ANSI 2003 and 104.11 of the 2003 IBC?

_____

24. Design provisions seem to designed to automatically incorporate whatever adaptations occur to ANSI A117.1 subsequent to enactment of the Building Code (1101, Appendix P)

_____

25. 36” wide stairways allowed in multi-level dwellings (1107.2.5)

_____

26. Sunken and raised floors (1107.2.6) (Now only if connected by accessible route.)

_____

27. Roof terrace exception to accessible route (1107.4)

_____

28. Dining surfaces exception where (in new construction) counters exceed 34” height; then equivalent service” within “the same dining area.” (1108.2.9.1)

_____

29. No signage needed for single parking spaces. (1110.1)

_____ 

