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Good morning. I am Alexander Wood. It's good to be here speaking before the City Council Committee on Lower Manhattan Redevelopment chaired by my council member, Alan Gerson. 

This testimony is delivered on behalf of the Disabilities Network of New York City, a citywide coalition of consumers, advocates and professional organizations representing and working on behalf of people with motor and sensory disabilities. The Network seeks to promote full participation of people with physical disabilities in the life of the city by strengthening appropriate citywide policies, resources, services and legal protections; and building informed and accurate public perception about people with disabilities.

On September 11, 2001 I was working at the offices of WeMedia at 130 William Street, between Fulton and John Streets. I was at my desk, on the phone, when the person I was talking to told me that one of the World Trade Center towers had collapsed. As the first thing that happens in any fire emergency is that the elevators are shut down, I dropped everything and scrambled for the door. When I got outside everything was covered in gray ash, and people were running in every direction. I got in my car, and I drove slowly home, and sat for days glued to CNN watching the images of the planes flying into the towers, the people jumping from the windows, and escaping from the collapsing buildings through ash and smoke.

In October, 2001 I moved to 25 Broad Street, to the building known as The Exchange, and I have been a tenant there ever since. I benefited from the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation 2-year grants to keep residents from moving out of the neighborhood, and I love living downtown. 25 Broad Street has just changed oweners, and is shifting from rental to co-op, and I am trying to find another place nearby to move shortly.

I am here today to say that I have heard that construction on the World Trade Center Memorial began this month, and that there are issues of universal design at stake in the decisions that are now being made regarding the slab and accessible pathways to the chamber containing the remains of the unidentified WTC victims. Is it true that the bedrock at the north tower's footprint is so pitted and scarred that no accessible path of travel can be navigated by people with disabilities and frail seniors? Has anyone really suggested that we not be allowed access but others who prove themselves physically fit will?

This goes against every dictate of common sense, and all I can say is that there must be some middle ground. I have been in many State Parks where delicate ecosystems are protected from the intrusions by overly inquisitive Parks visitors by creating wooden decks that everyone must remain on, in order to protect the wildlife. Can't the pathway across the part of the bedrock that is preserved to remember those that fell on Sept. 11, 2001 be constructed from wherever visitors are brought to that level to the tomb of the unidentified remains? 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak, and please let's work towards a realization of this memorial that has universal design as a basic premise from the beginning. This will be one of the most widely visited attractions in New York City for years to come. For the sake of future generations, and for the many people with disabilities among them now and in times to come, do not make the decision to deny any portion of the population access. It's against all the laws of the land to even considering doing so.
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