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Good afternoon. I am Alexander Wood. It's good to be here speaking before the City Council Committee on Transportation chaired by John Liu, and speaking to him, his colleagues on the Council and its dedicated staff. 

This testimony is delivered on behalf of the Taxis For All Campaign, a partnership of DNNYC, NYLPI, United Spinal Association, DIA, 504 Democratic Club, and other organizations and members of the Network. 

Disabilities Network of New York City (DNNYC), a citywide coalition of consumers, advocates and professional organizations representing and working on behalf of people with motor and sensory disabilities seeks to promote full participation of people with physical disabilities in the life of the city by strengthening appropriate citywide policies, resources, services and legal protections; and building informed and accurate public perception about people with disabilities. What better way to work towards full participation of people with disabilities in the life of the city than to ensure that access to this vital mode of transportation that is so integral a part of the New York experience is accessible to wheelchair users and, because I represent a cross-disability coalition, I want to emphasize that true access means that we also consider people with hearing loss and vision loss. Accessible taxis should be looped so that people who use hearing aids can function in the mainstream (this is a low-cost wire installed in the cab: it is an induction loop system by which a microphone transmits to the T-coil in the hearing aid); and Drivers must be trained to pick up blind passengers with guide dogs. 

I have a few additional points:

a) We support the proposal in Intro. 339  that in this next auction of 300 new medallions to be sold this year there will be a 50-50 split between accessible vehicles and hybrids.  While our goal is still a 100% accessible taxi fleet, this is a significant step forward; We will have 177 accessible taxis on the NYC streets at that point, and that is more than the 81 we expected three years ago, when the Mayor authorized the sale of 900 new medallions, and 9% were to be accessible (81), and 9% were to be clean-air/hybrid vehicles (also 81). 
 

b) The bill can't serve as a test. We hear continually from the Taxi and Limousine Commission and taxi industry representatives that there are issues with how vehicles run on NYC streets. The fact is, whatever adjustments need to be made in outfitting these vehicles, where there's a will there's a way. 

 

c) We need the Council's leadership to move towards developing a bill this year that will mandate, over time the widespread availability of accessible taxis. How is one going to find and hail an accessible taxi if only 180 out of 13, 087 cabs are accessible?

 

d) TFAC has submitted a bill that would combine the two goals -- accessibility and clean-air -- and appreciate the commitment Council Member Koppell has made to introduce the bill. We urge the Council to support the bill, when it is introduced in a couple of weeks, and we urge the Speaker to schedule a hearing as soon as possible in June so that progress can be made on ironing out details of how to move ahead towards adding accessible and clean-air vehicles to the taxi fleets operating on the streets of New York City.

 

e) Mandating that yellowcabs be accessible makes sense because NYC is leader in so many areas, it is a pity we lag so far behind Boston, Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Las Vegas, London, and so many other cities. Travelers with disabilities continually struggle with how to get into and around NYC. Tourism is one of the top revenue generators in NYC, with 30 million visitors a year. Some portion of that number are people with disabilities. It's a Human Rights issue: access to transportation is a human right. How else can we compete in the marketplace, if we cannot move physically around the city?

 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak, and please let's work towards realizing the possibility this opportunity represents to gain wheelchair accessible taxis in New York City. When programs and services are added to the transportation infrastructure it is important that universal design as a basic premise from the beginning. New York City is one of the most widely visited travel destinations in the world for personal and business travelers. For the sake of future generations, and for the many people with disabilities now and in times to come, make decisions that lead towards inclusion for all. 
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